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Hayaat has been alluded to. At the end some
mistakes in the translation of al-Hayaat have
been pointed out.

Astronomy: A Forgotten Science

In the beginning of the article, the science of
astronomys, its subject - matter and its brief his-
tory have been discussed. Later the fundamen-
tals, intracacies and uses of this branch of
science have been listed. Some instances where
religious sciences require the help of this
science have been mentioned. At the end of the
article the book Durus-e- Haiat wa Digar Rish-
tahaye Riyazi of Ustad Hasanzadeh Amili has
been reviewed and the contents of the book and
its original sources have been introduced. The
present article gives useful information about
astronomy to the reader.

The Study of Burhan-e- Nazm in the
lectures on Avicenna's al-Shifa

In this article after explaning the burhan-e-
nazm and emphasising its importance, the view
of Ustad Mutahhari regarding this proof has
been mentioned. The criticism by some philos-
ophirs, including David Hume, of this proof
and the replies to these criticisms find mention.
At the end the issue of whether this proof is ex-
perimental or not is discussed and the possibili-
ty of chance being the reason for coherence is
studied.

The Comprehensive Commentary of
Manzumah and Comparitive Philosophy

The present article is a detailed review of
Sharh-e- Mabsut-e- Manzumah of Ustad Murta-
za Mutahhari. The reviewer, by giving numer-
ous excerpts from the book, tries to explain the
methodology of Ustad Mutahhari which in-
cludes illustrating a point by providing exam-
ples, giving a brief history of each issue, ....

The third part of this article will occur in the
next issue,

University of Ayn al-Shams, Egypt

The present article introduces the University
of Ayn al-Shams, Egypt. The date of its estab-
lishment, the colleges affiliated to it, the history
of how it got its name, and the chancellors of
the university from its inception to the present
have been mentioned.

Manuscripts at Madrasa-e- Alawi,
Khunsar

In this article tens of manuscripts at the Ma-
drasa-e- Alawi of the city of Khunsar have been
listed. Each manuscript has been introduced by
giving the name of its author, the name of its
scribe, type of script, number of pages and
lines, its initial and concluding parts, and other
such details.

Books Written and Published Re-
cently

Under this heading three articles occur:

1. Summary Introductions: This article brief-
ly introduces some research books which have
been recently published. Some of these books
are, the translation of al-Futuh of Ibn Aasam al-
Kufi, Farhang nameh-e- Qurani, a collection of
the complete works of Abd al-Rahman Salmi,
Wasilat al-Khadim ila al-makhdum, etc.

2. Introductory Reports: Under this title a
very brief introduction of tens of books pub-
lished recently has been provided under a sub-
Ject - wise classification.

3. Research and Cultural Magazines: Under
this heading the contents of newly published re-
search and cultural magazines have been men-
tioned.
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Reasons for Decline of Islamic Li-
braries

In this article, initially the-greatness and im-
portance of big libraries in the Islamic world
have been discussed. Then, the factors respon-
sible for the ruin and destruction of libraries in
the Islamic world have been mentioned. The
author has divided these factors into two cate-
gories, external and internal. The external fators
include the crusades against Islamic countries,
the destruction of Islamic culture by Spanish
christians, and the Mongol invasion and the en-
suing savagery. Libraries which were de-
stroyed in these wars and invasions have been
named.

After this the internal factors have been dis-
cussed and the author has drawn attention to-
wards credal disputes, attacks by other commu-
nities on Islamic countries, and the inadequacy
of some dynasties. On the whole, throughout
the article a lot of usefu] information has been
provided about a large number of libraries.

A Forgotten Art of Arabic and Per-
sian Rhetoric
At the beginning the author a lludes to the

Quranic influence on the spread of rhetoric.
Subsequently he mentions some of the arts of
rhetoric. Later the art of speaking and writing
poetry and prose without using an alphabet
having a diacritical point (nugtah) has been dis-
cussed and the history of its development has
been provided. The sermon of Ali (A) and ex-
amples from other writers have been quoted.
Some poems without diacritical points have
also been cited.

A Scrutiny of the Translation of al-
Hayaat

The author initially speaks about the impor-
tance of translation in general. Then the neces-
sity of translation of religious texts and compi-
lations of hadith along with its importance and
sensitiveness have been highlighted. Later the
qualities of a translator, which include com-
mand over both the languages, a knowledge of
the subject being translated, having a literary
taste and a penchant for translation have been
mentioned

Further the mistakes and shortcomings of fa-
mous translations and translators have been list-
ed and the accuracy of the translation of al-



