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among the prominent historians and scholars of Is-
Jam. The author of this article initially occupies him-
self in providing a brief biography of Ibn Athir, and
then mentions his works. Afterwards he comments
upon the historiography of Ibn Athir and discusses
its peculiarities. He highlights the attention paid by
Ibn Athir in selecting traditions and reports, his
chronological presentation of events (hawliyat), the
attention paid by him to contemporary events, his
maintaining a balance between the reports from the
Eastern and Western parts of the Islamic world as
well as the various governments, and his giving rel-
ative importance to shiah personalities and their
movements,

Arab Writers' Guild of Syria

This Guild, which is among the active cultural
centers of Syria, has been able to achieve notable
success as a result of the efforts of its members, ali
of whom are thinkers and literary scholars of that
region, This article mentions the number of its
members, the objectives of the Guild, its adminis-
trative structure, its executive departments, and the
gist of its cultural activities. The cultural efforts of
this organisation have been discussed and its publi-
cations have been introduced.

Recent Publications

Under this title, books and periodicals -which
have been recently published have been introduced
under the following three headings:

1. Summary Introductions: It is a brief introduc-

- tion of some of the books discussed in the

present issue.

2. Introductory Reports: A very short introduc-

tion of books published recently.

3. Periodicals: A report about important articles

of latest periodicals. ‘

Thematic Bibliography:

In this part a bibliography of the biographies of
Imam Hasan Mujtaba(A) has been provided. It in-
troduces 135 books on the life of Imam Hasan(A).
The various sections of this bibliography are as fol-
lows: published Arabic books, published Persian
books, books publis;h;d in Urdu and Turkish,
Arabic manuscripts, manuscripts in Urdu,.... This

bibliography does not include a bibliography of arti-
cles on this topic.

News:

In the News Section cultural events are reported.
In this issue the lives of the prominent scholar
Sayyid Abd al-Zahra Husaini Khatib, Ayatollah
Hajj Sayyid Ahmad Amali Isfahani, Ayatullah Hajj
Shaykh Mohammed Ale Ijtihadi and Dr. Husain Ka-
riman find mention to commemorate their passing
away. News of cultural events also follows.

The Life and Poetry of Mahyar-e- Daila-
mi
. The author of this article initially gives a brief ac-
count of the life, thought and social dimensions of
Mahyar-e- Dailami. After this his stature as a poet in
Arab literature is discussed. The peculiarities and
salient features of his poetry are also among the is-
sues discussed. In the concluding part of the article
his poems on various topics have been quoted.

A Review of the book "Wazheha-ye-
dakhil dar Quran-e- Karim"

This is a profound review of Arthur Geffrey's
famous book "Wazheha-ye- muarrab dar Quran-e-
Majid. The writer of the book has discussed, with
an intent of showing the presence of words of non-
Arabic origin in the Holy Quran, certain preliminary

‘and fundamental issues for providing the basis for

understanding the marner in which words of non-
Arabic origin have entered the Arabic language. The
reviewer has tried, in the light of extensive knowl-
edge and through a penetrative insight of the intraca-
cies involved, to critically examine the foundations
on which this concept is based and to prove its inco-
herence. Thereafter, the reviewer answers these two
important questions: Whether non-Arabic words ex-
ist in the Holy Quran? Whether, in a literary sense,
the presence of alien words contradicts the view that
the Holy Quran is in Arabic? Along with an etymo-
logical study of the Arabic laguage, other related
languages have also been discussed.
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In this article (which is a continuation of a series
of articles) the author provides a summary of issues
dealt in earlier letters and mentions a few proposals
and. suggestions concerning the Hawza-e- Ilmiyeh;
he also gives an analysis of these reform plans.
Thereafter the author himself puts froward propo-
sals for improving the Hawza and for reforming its
various activities. Some of these proposals are:
Finding a solution for the superfluous discussions
on Islamic jurisprudence (usool); an investigation
into the peried of study in the Hawza; a specific
procedure for recruiting students in the Hawza; the
granting of a completion certificate; improving ethi-
cal standards and teaching practical ethics; etc.

PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION

The author initially introduces a collection named
Majmu-¢- falsafeha of which the present book is a
part. Later he explains the general inclination of this
collection and along with a glance at the contents
and chapters of the book, notes the consistency and
inconsistency of its contents. But the real intent of
the article is to review critically its translation. The
reviewer observes that at times the translator has not
paid attention to the exact import of the words and at
times, due to an ignorance of the proper terminolo-
gy, has committed errors. But even then the transla-
tion is acceptable and the mistakes are such as can

 be removed. :

A Review of Anwar al-hidayah

The reviewer, after a brief glance at the history
of Islamic jurisprudence (vsool al-figh), reviews the
latest book published in this field of study. This

book is Anwar al-hidayah fi al-taligah ala al-
Kifayah, a profound work of the most prominent
contemporary legist and jurisprudent i.e. Imam
Khumayni (rahimahullah). The author has tried by -
providing an overview of the contents of the book,
to delineate the methodology of Imam Khumayni,
and has pointed out the innovations and new juris-
prudential issues discussed in the book; Imam's
criticism of the views of great jurisprudents like
Akhund, Naini,..., is also mentioned. At the end
the author identifies the reformative views of Imam
Khumayni about removing the superfluous issues
included presently in Islamic jurisprudence.

A Critical Review of Two Dictionaries

In this article the following two books have been
introduced: .

1. Wazheh nameh-e- huqug-e- Islami

2. Farhang-e- Istilahat-e- Islami

The author after emphasising the importance and
difficulties involved in compiling specialised dic-
tionaries, reviews the above mentioned dictionaries.
and observes that the first dictionary lacks a consis-
tency of approach; at times sequence has not been
followed regarding certain entries and sometimes
the intricacies of legal parlance have been ignored.
Regarding the second dictionary, it contains mis-
takes and blunders, and is inconsistent to such an
extent that it fails to have any impact when com-
pared to other dictionaries.

Preface to the Historiography of Ibn
Athir,

Aziz al-Din Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Abi al-Karam
Shybani Jazari popularly known as Ibn Athir is



