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The Mahdi and the Treasures of al-Tilagin

Sean W. Anthony
University of Oregan

Abstract

This sudy highlights 3 hitherto neplected trope of Misdim apocilyptic literaruss —namely, that

in 2 repion known as al-Talagan there awaits the fistuss Mahd a great teesssre that will gain him

2 mighty army to aid him fight the final bartle sainst evil. Tracing the trope’s arigin in Zomas-

trian apocalypticism and its subsequent dissemination in 2 wide array of Muslim apocalypric

traditions, this paper angues that this apocalyptic trope ultimately estered into Muslim apocalyp-
cular b ing 2 Zayd revolt against the ‘Abbasicls led by the

! yeas 17792, The paper then explores how the revlt of
Yahys b *Abd Alsh shaped the fusction of the treamres of al-Tlagis’ trope in Misdim apoc-
Iypeicen and b Yahy#s persanality and the revol: he tmspinsd continied to leave an indelible
imprist on Imimi apocalypéicsm thereafier

Keywards
&m, Zaydism, Zorastrianism, Apocalypticsm, rebels and rebellicn, ¥ahya b. *Abd Allth,
Talagan

Résumé

Cetie éusde met en humiése un trope de |2 |t spoclyptique musulmane e jusque-a
néglipé. selon lequel, dans une rigion comnue sous le nom d'al-Talagis, us prand o atten.
drait le fisuar Miah, tnésor price uguel il Sasmamerit une armée puissaste qui |2iderait 3 mener
Ia bataille finale comaze le Mal, En fxisant remosier o trope & Fapocalyptisme zomastrien ¢ & =
dissFmimation uitfrieuss dans wn larpe Eventail de traditions apocalyptiques mussdmanes, et
anticle soutient que & trope apocalyptique fist Snalement imfer au sin de [apolyptisme
musulman, en particulier dans 5 varimte chifte, aw cours & une rvolte zapdic: menée par e
Hasanidee Yahya b. “Abd Allzh les Abbasid I7&ITI2. M i I

Tadfine révolte foepen la fonction du trope des « trésors o'l Talagan » dans Fapocalyprisme musal-
man et comement la personnalis de Yabrya sinsi que I révolee quil inspira lissérent une empeeite
indééhile sur Mapocalyptisme imamite pas | ssite.

Mots diés
Sfsme, zaydisme, sovoastrisme, apocalyptisme, mhelles et rébellion, Yahya b "Abd Allzh,
al-Talagqan

It is a truism that Muslim apocalyptic literature is awash with recurring tropes
that reappear throughout the ramified forms of the Islamic apocalyptic genre.
‘This applies to the penre whether it takes the form of sayings attributed to

© Kaenkiifer B=il NV, Latden, 1002 DO 101 1641 STO0S31 TG00
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Sean Antony, the Mahdi and treasures of Taligan,
Arabica, 2012, V.59, pp.459-483
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Islam and Chrisian - Muslim Relaions

l{ Routledge
Val. 21, No. 3, kuly 2010, 363- 285 18 et

Islamic reformism and Great Britain: Rashid Rida’s image as reflected in
the journal Al-Manar in Cairo

Unisr Reyad®
Leiden Inssisute for dhe Srady of Religions, The Nesherlands

The present acx e Triminp
Whos lim mformist s well
(The Lightonse). It goes heyond his ol Scal atie des swards Britan .“.\cnk\mz!\g'nuu

1y the Syra me
Manar

In e Modim werdd by snaiying bis mpresions o the Bkl pele b, rdigicn,
alucation and culire. [ jidimen

short visit &0 Eaxpe in 1031, ke
Rida compled his enthusiasm shon
with his nndersunding of Sie reformation of cerain Tslamic ideak The arscle wgnes that
Rida's idealization of the Brifsh way of i and progem was dwm imerwinad wil 2
crain degme of £ar shout forcign dominstion. The ham of Llamic refmism ax

Loy dady dozeo poad t S sLOL2 2 9
] AL ) jled ] pio 48 as Gl
Umar Ryad, Islamic reformism and Great Britain:
Rashid Rida’s image as reflected in the journal Al-
e Manar in Cairo, Islam and Christian-Muslim Rela-
tions, 2010, V.21, N.3, pp.263-285

cumently showing a similaly mized ainde in their crfique of glohal jihad and embrace
of democncy. while amacking American and British policies in the Midde Fasz

Keywands: Muslim-Western encoanter; Ishmic refomism; Rashid Rids; ALManar,
colbmialism; Egypt; Muslims in Britain; srassmasion lism; cnmversion 10 Tslam

Much has been written ahout the wperial activism of the Syro-Egyptisn Shaykh Muhem msd
gh

in his magnaem ops, the joumsl
tesd b -l &

War | and the British role in
Tauber 1989, 1904, 19952, 1905k, 199
The images of Britain presented by

e Muslim world (see Keddie 1968, 1
Afghani, *Abdub developed 3 centsin poli

“Kedourie I‘-J‘-I? I:mu]lv nfluenced by al
distrust of the British {in particular) and the
v

seeiel
with the British suthorities i o
1953; Sedgwick 2009

Al Afgheni and “Abduh had close personal relations with a number of Europears. and livedin
Europe for years. In comparison, Albet Howrsni describes Rida a8 3 Musim scholar who

“helongsd 1o the lat generstion of hose who could be fully educsted and yet slive in a self
sufficient Isbmic warld of thought' (Hoursni 1963, $3). Rids could not read any foreign

*Emait: nryad@redigion s denmival
*In memeriam of Prof. Dr. Nasr Hamid Abm Zayd.
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Post-Colonialism in Tenth-Century Islam*

Patricia Crone
(Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton)
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Patricia Crone, Post-colonialism in Tenth-century
Islam, Der Islam, V.83 (2006), pp.3-38
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5. C. H. Becker, “Die Araber als Koloniatoren”, in his Islamstudien, II (Leipzig, 1932),
esp. 2 f.; A. Hannoum, Colonial Histories, Post-Colonial Memories: the Legend of the

Kahina, (Portsmouth, 2001), ch. 1, esp. 5, 9. Cf. also below, n. 31.
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Confronting the Caliph: ‘Uthméan b. ‘Affan in
Three ‘Abbasid Chronicles

Heather Keaney
American University of Cairo, Egypt

Until relatively recently medieval Islamic chroniclers were viewed by mod-
d
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Heather Keaney, Confronting the caliph: ‘Uthman b.

‘Affan in Three Abbasid Chronicles, Studia Islamica,
V.106 (2011), pp. 25-48

ern historians in much the same way that Muslims view Mul
transmitter rather than author. While Muslims view the disjointed nature
of the Quran as one of the proofs of its divine origin, scholars regarded a
chronicle’s collection of disparate historical accounts from earlier authori-
ties (khabar, pl., akhbar) as evidence that chroniclers were not writing their
own narratives or imbuing their texts with contemporary concerns. Con-
sider, for example, Franz Rosenthal’
riography: “History was not used as a means for the propagation of ideas,
or, more exactly, historians as a rule did not consciously intend, in writing
their works, to reinterpret historical data so as to conform to the ideas they
might have wished to propagate.” And although this perspective was at the
time coming under attack by the work of Marshall Hodgson and Albrecht
Noth, it would be several years, if not decades, before Islamic historiogra-
phy fully embraced the idea of chroniclers as authors.2

The very structure of Islamic chronicles that made them resistant to tra-
ditional historiographical analysis, made them particularly receptive to

sertion in his work on Islamic histo-

! Franz Rosenthal, A History of Islamic Historiography, 2nd ed. (Leiden: EJ. Brill,
1968), 61.

2 Marshall Hodgson, “Two Pre-Modern Muslim Historians: Pitfalls and Oppor-
tunities in Presenting Them to Moderns,” in Towards World Community, ed. John
Nef, World Academy of Arts and Sciences Publication, vol. 5 (The Hague: Dr. W.
Junk N.V. Publishers, 1968), 53-69. Noth's theories were first published in 1973 and
then further developed in collaboration with Lawrence Conrad and translated into
English by Michael Bonner and published as The Early Arabic Historical Tradition:
A Source-Critical Study (Princeton: The Darwin Press, Inc., 1994).

Koninklijke Brill NV, Leiden, zon DO 10.163/19585705-12341251
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6. Form as massage : Hayden White, The Content of the Form: Narrative Discourse and
Historical Representation (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1987).

7. Strategies for compilation : Fred Donner, “Uthman and the Réashidfin Caliphs in Ibn ‘Asakir’s
Tarikh madinat Dimashq: A Study in Strategies of Compilation,” in Ibn ‘Asakir and Early Islamic

History, Studies in Late Antiquity and Early Islam 20, (Princeton: The Darwin Press, 2001).
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10. Case Study. 9. Debris of obliterated facts.
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SAUDI SUFIS: COMPROMISE IN THE HIJAZ, 1925-40
BY

MARK ].R. SEDGWICK
Cairo

In 1941, Abi'l-Abbés al-Dandarawi (1898,/9-1953) was expelled
from Saudi Arabia after a dispute with King ‘Abd al-'Aziz ibn Sa'nd
over the celebration of the maulid alnabi.' Abu'l-“Abbas, an Egyp-
tian, had untl this time been living in Mecca, from where he di-
rected the Dandarawiyya, one of the many Sufi orders which derive
from the great early-nineteenth-century Moroccan Sufi, Ahmad ibn
Idris (1750,/60-1837).2 The Dandariwiyya was at that time a large
order, spread very widely, if thinly, across the Islamic world.

That a Sufi should be expelled from Saudi Arabia by the Wahha-
bis seems at first sight to be entirely natural—the hostility of
Wahhabis towards Sufism is of course well known—but what, in
that case, was a Sufi order doing in Mecca as late as the 1940s in
the first place? This article will suggest that although Wahhabi hos-
tility towards Sufism may have abated little on the theoretical level
since Mub d ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhib cond d the activities of
the Qadiriyya, and although Sufi orders were at this time formally
prohibited in the Hijaz,* the Dandariwiyya's survival under Saudi
rule is not in fact so surprising: it was not the only Sufi order 1o
continue in the Hijaz after the Saudi conquest. One obvious impli-
cation of this article is to remind us that an understanding of Wah-
habism from the point of view of intellectual history is far from suf-

! Fred De Jong, “Aspects of the Political Involvement of Sufi Orders in 20th
Century Egypt (1907-1970): An Exploratory Stock-Taking™ (in filam, Natimaliim,
and Radicalism in Egypt and the Sudan, ed. Gabriel . Warburg & Uri M. Kopfer-
schmidt, New York, 1983; 183-212), p. 195.

? See Rex Sean O'Fahey, Enigmatic Saint: Abmod Ibn Jdris and the Jdrisi Tradi-
tisn {London, 1990).

* Carlo Alfonso Nallino “L°Arabia Sa'udiana” (in  C.A. Nalline: Roccolta di
seritti, editi od dnediti, ed. Marta Nallino, Rome, 193940}, Vol. |, p. 95,

* As will be seen, these orders had generally originated from outside what be-
came Saudi Arabia, but then so had a significant section of what became the
Saudi population of the Hijz. It is on this basis that it has been seen fit 1o use
the titke “Saudi Sufis.”

® Koninklijke Brill, Leiden, 1997 Diie Welt des Tslams 37, 8
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Mark J.R. Sedgwick, Saudi Sufis: Compromise in He-
jaz, 1925-40, Die Welts des Islams, V.37 (2007),

N.3, pp.349-368
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS

Hanafism and the Torks in al-Tarasisi’s Gift for the Turks
(1352)

Wilferd Madelung's articles on the relationship between the spread of Hanafism
and Maturidism and the expansion of Turkish political influence owvar the Near East
undedine “the militant Hanafism of the Turks.”™' During the reign of Tugrul Bey
(431-535/1040-63), for instance, the Saljug stats was strongly engagad in corbing
the Shafi'is, and the ruler himself stood behind the measures, as is evident from an
open letter of Abf al-03sim al-Oushayr written in defense of Ash'arism, the theo-
logical school mostly identified with the Shafi*is.” This strong Seljugid interest in
Hanafism, coupled with the fact that the Ottomans, who succeedad in establishing
the longest lasting dominion over Muslim lands, were also Hanafis, leads one to
wonder whether Hansfism might be in any way more “government-frisndly” than
atherlegal schools. Or, to put it differently, would it have affected the polifical suc-
cess of the Turks had they been, let us say, Shafi'is? This article is an atempt o
answer this question ly with a ion of the Mamluk exampla.

The Turkish Mamlnks, who mled over Egypt and Syria for almost 150 years
(645-T54/1250-1382),* officially adopted the principle of the squality of the four

0 The Maddle East Documentation Center. The University of Chicago.

This sindy is the slightly mvised and mpedsied version of 1 paper thit was wiitien in 199697 for
Michael Cook’s gradisate seminar an primary sources of Iaamic Stodies at Princeton University.
TwouM ke to thank Rifa’st Aboa-El-Hsj, Shahab Abmed. Michael Cook, Finsain Modarmsd,
Yossef Rapopart, and the anonymoes mvicwer of Mamik Studies Review who mad this piece in
different versions since then and offered varions suggestions. The esponsibility for not following
same of them is entirely mine.
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Baki Tezcan, Hanfism and Turks in al-Tarsusi’s Gift
for the Turks (1352), Mamluk Studies,
V.15 (2011), pp.67-86
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* Wilferd Mnde'lung 'I'he Qpamd of Mituridism and the Torks,” in Actas do IV Comgresso de
Estudo: Coimbre. Lishoa 1968 (Leiden, 1971), 109-68, reprinted in Madelsng,

edigval Iam (London, 1985); idem, “The Two Factions of Sun.
" in Religious Trends in Early lslamic fran (Albany, 1988), 26-38;
Kherisin and Transoxanin and the Spread of Hasafism,” Der Islam

Traditionslism," in Religious Trends in Early Ialamic Jran, 13-25, provide a plausible explanation
of the Terkish attraction to the Hanafi school in the castem provisces.

*Madelimg, “The Spread of Mitmridism,” 129. In 469/1077, however, the son of the same Abl
al-fsim, Abil al-Nagr Tha al-Queshayr], came to Baghdad to preach Ash®wrism, with the official
support of Nizkm al-Malk. the Shafi‘i grand vizier of the Seljugs: Sibt ibn al-Jawa, AL Muntagam fi
Tawatrtkh al-Mulik wa-al-Umam (Beir, 1995), 5:538-39.

The personal religion: affiistion of Tarkish Mambks, as & nofing class, iz nct easy to estsblish

Quinz {r. 657-58/1255-60) iz blamed for being a Hanaii by Shai‘i soemes, and Baybars (r. 658
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Osirich Eggs and Peacock Feathers: Sacred
Objects as Cultural E.xchgnge between
Christianity and Islam’
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Introduction

Deespite th ition of an & istory tying many aspeas of the
Christian and Mauslim Mediterranesn together, the threads joining the religious,
anistic and popular culrures of the region are sufficiently entangled 1o require
farther unmavelling. The shared propheric heriage of the o meligions frms
pehaps the mast abvious aspect of commonality, az does the murual debt of Tdam
and Christianity to the written culmre of classical andquity that stimmlated so many
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Nile green, Ostrich Eggs and Peacock Feathers: Sa-
cred Objects as Cultural Exchange between Christi-

anity and Islam, al-Masaq, V.18 (2006),
N.1, pp.27-66
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