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Some New Findings about Khorasan
bint Abi al-Qasim’s Qur’an,

A 30-Parts Manuscript with Persian
Translation from the 5th Century AH
By: Morteza Karimi-Nia

Abstract: This article introduces and ex-
amines an old Qur’an from the 5th cen-
tury AH, which was owned by a maiden
named Khorasan bint Abi al-Qasim

b. Ali b. Mankadim in the early sixth
century AH. More than 17 different parts
(juz’) of this Qur’an have so far been
found in various libraries in Iran and
around the world. There is no proof of
this manuscript’s being endowed in any
part of its found pages. The only men-
tioned name is its owner’s name which
is written in the beginning of the first
Jjuz’ of the Qur’an (MS no. 2752 in the
Library of Astan Quds, Mashhad) along
with her lineage reaching up to Imam
Ali ibn Abi Talib (AS) indicating that
her ancestors were from the Alawites

of Tabaristan, but her father’s ancestor
emigrated to Nishapur a century before
this copy was transcribed. The Qur’an
has been written in 30 separate parts
along with a Persian translation in the
old Naskhi script, possibly in Nishapur
(where Khorasan bint Abi al-Qasim
lived). The text of this Qur’an is written
based on the reading of al-Kisa’1, Ibn
‘Amir and AbT ‘Amr. The Persian trans-
lation of the verses, although influenced
by the style and diction of the Persian
translation of TabarT’s commentary (7ar-
Jjume Tafsir Tabari), has its own spelling
and lexical specifics.

Key words: Khorasan bint Abi al-Qa-
sim’s Qur’an, Early Persian translation,
History of the Qur’an, Transcribing the
Qur’an in the 5th century AH, Library of
Astan Quds.
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21. Sotheby s: Art of the Islamic World, Including 20th Century Middle Eastern Paintings, London, 18 October 2001.



