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Abstract

The clergy, as the largest and strongest social force in Iranian society, must play a vital role in
explaining Islam and the present Islamic system. Because in the history of Iran, the clergy has
been considered as a social institution that emerged from a set of needs of the people, especially
their religious needs, which has been responsible for establishing religion and implementing
religious rules and rulings. As the Islamic system of Iran is currently revolving around Islamic
Sharia' (law). The main question of the paper is what is the role of the clergy during the Islamic
Republic of Iran in explaining the Islamic rulings and maintaining the government? To answer,
we have used a theoretical framework based on elitism and the method of historical-empirical
sociology, and the paper has been followed with the hypothesis that there is a significant
relationship between explaining Islamic rulings and explaining the goals and ideals of the Islamic
system and the clergy role. Research findings also suggest that the clergy, although in most cases
has tried to play the explanatory role properly, but for some reason has failed to win over many
intellectual-political doubts of the Islamic opposition and system in order to explain the Islamic
rulings in the Islamic Republic of Iran. Therefore, in order to maintain Islam and the Islamic
system, more than anything else, the explanation, and enlightenment of thoughts in this field
must be accompanied by the weapon of Tahdib (refinement) and morality since explanation finds
its way into the hearts of individuals in society. Therefore, if a society is based on explanation, the
officials of that society have influenced the hearts of the people, and their relations will be lasting.
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