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-z One of the special encyclopedias of the Qur'an written by Westerners in
2 the present era is the encyclopedia of the Qur'an by Mr. Oliver Leaman.
Considering the place of encyclopedias and their importance in the
reference of researchers and non-Muslim and even Muslim audiences, it is
necessary to review them, especially from the Shiite point of view. The
current study deals with the introduction and critique of the entry
"Imamate" from the Qur'an encyclopedia, written by Mrs. Arzina R. Lalani
and edited by Mr. Oliver Leaman. This entry in that encyclopedia works
on the issue of imamate in the meaning of imam, its application in the
Holy Quran and the opinions of different Islamic sects. The author starts
the main discussion by referring to the verse of the appointment of

Ibrahim as an imam and follows up the discussion by providing the
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concepts and issues discussed in the Qur'an and then briefly presents the
views of Islamic schools of thought. The present study is looking for an
answer to the question of what are the strengths and weaknesses of this
entry, based on the Shia principles and perspective, using a descriptive-
analytical method. The findings of the study suggest that despite the
strengths of this article, many shortcomings and weaknesses can be seen,
which are: Lack of proper and accurate explanation of the term "imam and
imamate", lack of logical course and proper order, biased view on the issue
of imamate, lack of respect for the Shia view and its reliable sources, lack

of proper explanation of Imam's infallibility.
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