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A Reflection on the Translation of the Book “Man and
Mowlana”

Seyyed Mohammad Hossein Mirfakhrai

Editor and translator

Abstract: The book “Man and Mowlana”, one of the prominent
works of William Chittick, contains a narrative about the life

of Shams Tabrizi. By selecting pieces of Shamsss articles and
rearranging them, Chittik tried to prepare an autobiography for
this hidden character. This book was translated into Farsi some
years ago by Shahabuddin Abbasii and published by Murvarid
press with some additions. The several reprinting of this book
indicates the Iranians> interest in the book. In this article, after
a brief report of the content, the translation of the book has
been examined and some errors in the Persian text have been
pointed out. Some of these errors are due to improper omissions
and others are caused by the translators mistakes. Some other
mistakes are due to the errors in the English text, or the editing
that the translator relied on.

Keywords: Shams Tabrizi, Shahabuddin Abbasii, Man and
Mowlana, William Chittick
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1. William C. Chittick
2. Me & Rumi: The Autobiography of Shams-i Tabrizi, Fons Vitae, 2004.
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If you must cover yourself with dust
then take dust from the greatest of dunes
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Since you left me my eyes have darkened
and my eyeballs’ clouds pour down rain
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The eye of satisfaction is dull to every defect
the eye of displeasure brings out every ugliness
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