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Codicology of the Qur’anic Manuscripts (17): Qunans in
Hijazi Script - The Oldest Handwritten Qunans«
Mortaza Kariminia

Abstract: Ancient Qupanic manuscripts are generally known
as Kufic Qunans. Writing the Qupan in various forms of Kufic
script continued until the early 7th century AH. Among these,
a category of ancient Qunanic manuscripts exhibits features
rarely seen or entirely absent in other Kufic manuscripts. These
Qupans, characterized by an overall slant and a tendency to the
right, are referred to as Hijazi. This article explores and intro-
duces the most important characteristics of Qunanic writing in
the Hijazi style during the first and early second centuries AH.
These features are generally not continued in the Kufic script
in subsequent centuries. Therefore, the presence of all or most
of these features in an ancient Qunanic manuscript points to its
transcription in the first or early second century AH.

Keywords: Hijazi Qupans, Kufic Qunans, Ancient Qupanic
Manuscripts, Qunanic Writing in the First Century, Qunan
History.
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1. Tayyar Alukulag. (ed.) Al-Mushaf al-Sharif: attributed to ‘Ali b. ‘Abi Talib (The copy of Sana’a), Prepared for publi-
cation by Tayyar Altikulag; preface by Ekmeleddin [hsanoglu; foreword by Halit Eren, Istanbul: Research Centre
for Islamic History, Art and Culture (Critical editions series; no. 3), 2011. Ibid, Al-Mushaf al-Sharif attributed to
Uthman bin Affan (The copy at the Topkapr Palace Museum). Prepared for publication by Tayyar Altikulag; trans-
lated into Arabic by Salih Sadawi and into English by Semiramis Cavusoglu; preface by Ekmeleddin Thsanoglu;
foreword by Halit Eren, Istanbul: Research Centre for Islamic History, Art and Culture (Critical editions series;
no. 2), 1428/2007. Ibid, The Qur'an manuscript, attributed to Caliph ‘Uthman, of Turkish and Islamic Arts Museum
in Istanbul. Istanbul: ISAM (Islam Arastirmalart Merkezi), 2008. 2 vols. 608+616pp. [Turkish title: Hz. Osman'a
Nisbet Edilen Mushaf-1 Serif].

2. Yassin Dutton, “An early Mushaf according to the reading of Ibn ‘Amir,” Journal of Qur'anic Studies 3i (2001) pp.
71-89. Ibid, “An Umayyad fragment of the Qur'an and its dating,” Journal of Qur’anic Studies 9ii (2007) pp. 57-87.
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4. Hassan Chahdi, Le mushaf dans les débuts de I'islam. Recherches sur sa constitution et étude comparative de man-
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uscrits coraniques anciens et de traités de qird’at, rasm et fawésil, Ph.D Dissertation, Paris, 2016.
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M. Karimi-Nia, “Against scriptio continua: Iranian Approaches to the Copying of the Qur'an during the Second and

Third Centuries AH,” in: Quran Manuscripts in Current Research, edited by Frangois Déroche, Leiden: Brill, 2024

(forthcoming).
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Codex Mashhad: Qurian Manuscripts Nos. 18 ¢ 4116 in the Astan-i Quds Library, edited by: Morteza Karimi-Nia,
foreword by: Jawad al-Shahrestani, Qom: The Alulbayt Islamic Heritage Institute, 1444/2022, 1024pp. ISBN:
978-964-319-664-8.
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Codex Mashbad: An Introduction to its History and Contents, Morteza Karimi-Nia, Qom: The Alulbayt Islamic Heri-
tage Institute, 1445/2023, 192pp. ISBN: 978-964-319-665-3.

16. M. Amari, Bibliographie primitive du Coran... Extrait de son mémoire inédit sur la chronologie et I'ancienne bibliog-
raphie du Coran, publi¢ et annoté par Hartwig Derenbourg, in Centenario della nascita di Michele Amari I, Palermo,
1910, p. 20.

17. R. Blachere, Introduction au Coran, 2e éd., Paris, 1959, especially p. 79 and following.
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Alukulag. Tayyar (ed.), Al-Mushaf al-Sharif attributed to “Uthman bin ‘Affan (The copy at the Topkapr Palace Museum,).
Prepared for publication by Tayyar Altikulag; translated into Arabic by Salih Sadawi and into English by Semiramis
Cavusoglu; preface by Ekmeleddin Thsanoglu; foreword by Halit Eren, Istanbul: Research Centre for Islamic Histo-
ry, Art and Culture (Critical editions series; no. 2), 1428/2007.

Alukulag. Tayyar (ed.), Al-Mushaf al-Sharif: attributed to ‘Ali b. ‘Abi Talib (The copy of Sana’a), Prepared for publica-
tion by Tayyar Altikulag; preface by Ekmeleddin Thsanoglu; foreword by Halit Eren, Istanbul: Research Centre for
Islamic History, Art and Culture (Critical editions series; no. 3), 2011.

Alukulag. Tayyar (ed.), The Qur'an manuscript, attributed to Caliph Uthman, of Turkish and Islamic Arts Museum in
Istanbul. Tstanbul: ISAM (Islam Arastirmalart Merkezi), 2008. 2 vols. 608+616pp. [Turkish title: Hz. Osman’a Nisbet
Edilen Mushaf-1 Serif].
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(V) 58 Lolbao ubdsdduws [l 40]

Blair, Sheila S., Islamic Caligraphy, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2006.

Cook, Michael, “The Stemma of the Regional Codices of the Koran”, Graeco-Arabica 9-10 (2004) pp. 89-104.

Codex Mashhad: Qurian Manuscripts Nos. 18 ¢ 4116 in the Astan-i Quds Library, edited by: Morteza Karimi-Nia,
foreword by: Jawad al-Shahrestani, Qom: The Alulbayt Islamic Heritage Institute, 1444/2022, 1024pp. ISBN:
978-964-319-664-8.

Codex Mashbad: An Introduction to its History and Contents, Morteza Karimi-Nia, Qom: The Alulbayt Islamic Heri-
tage Institute, 1445/2023, 192pp. ISBN: 978-964-319-665-3.

Déroche, Frangois, Qur'ans of the Umayyads: A First Overview, Leiden: Brill, 2014.

Déroche, Frangois, The Abbasid Tradition: Qur'ans of the 8th to the 10th Centuries A.D. (The Nasser D. Khalili Col-
lection of Islamic Art, vol. 1), London: The Nour Foundation in association with Azimuth Editions and Oxford
University Press, 1992.

M. Amari, Bibliographie primitive du Coran ... Extrait de son mémoire inédit sur la chronologie et I'ancienne bibliographie
du Coran, publié¢ et annoté par Hartwig Derenbourg, in Centenario della nascita di Michele Amari I, Palermo, 1910.

Néldeke, Theodor, Geschichte des Qordns, Géttingen: Verlag der Dieterichschen Buchhandlung, 1860.

Néldeke-Schwally, Geschichte des Qorans, Vol. 2. Die Sammlung des Qorans, Leipzig: Dieterich’sche Verlagsbuchhand-
lung, 1919. Vol. 3, Leipzig: Dieterich’sche Verlagsbuchhandlung, 1938.

Sadeghi, Behnam & Mohsen Goudarzi, “San@’ 1 and the origins of the Qur'an,” Der Islam: Zeitschrift fiir Geschichte
und Kultur des islamischen Orients 87i-ii (2012) pp. 1-129.




