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Codicology of the Qur’anic Manuscripts (18)

Six-Line Kufic Qur'an of Abolala Soudavar, A Donation to the
Malek National Library and Museum, and its Other Fragments
Worldwide

Morteza Karimi-Nia

Abstract: The limited number of surviving six-line Kufic
Qur’ans from the formative Islamic centuries is noteworthy.

One such manuscript, potentially transcribed in the late second
century AH, exists today in scattered pages preserved in Iran and
various libraries and museums worldwide, though all originate
from Iran. This investigation identifies and reproduces images of
the remaining folios of this ancient Kufic Qur’an, providing an
in-depth textual examination of and codicological introduction
to this work. The author postulates that this manuscript could
be considered among the earliest examples of Kufic writing
practices in Iran or Irag, evincing influence from the Qur’anic
transcription and bookbinding culture in Iran.

Keywords: History of Qur'anic Transcription; Kufic Qur’ans;
Qur’anic Transcription in Iran; Six-Line Kufic Qur'anic Codices,
Malek National Library and Museum; Abolala Soudavar
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