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Abstract

The issue of goodness and evil has been discussed since ancient
times, from the days of ancient Greece before Christ. Socrates, for
example, first used the terms good and bad, and later Aristotle
discussed it in practical reason. In the field of Islam, the issue of
goodness and evil is also one of the most important theological
issues. Some theologians consider it to be a firm principle in
recognizing the actions of God and His attributes of action.
Various opinions have been presented on this issue. One of these
perspectives is the viewpoint of the late ‘Allamah Sayyid
Muhammad Husayn Tabataba’i. He presented the theory of
subjective considerations (i’tibariyat) and regarded goodness and
evil amongst the subjective considerations in the specific sense.
The theory of subjective considerations has been discussed before
‘Allamah as well, but he discussed it systematically. In the
meantime, some attributed relativism to ‘Allamah. However, the
reality is that ‘Allamah is an absolutist, not a relativist. He
provides a precise interpretation of the subjectivity of goodness
and evil, which requires careful understanding and deep
contemplation. What is presented in this article is an analysis and
explanation of ‘Allamah's viewpoint on the issue of goodness and
evil. This article is divided into three sections: semantics,
epistemology, and ontology. If these three sections are correctly
explained, we will get closer to the crux of ‘Allamah's opinion. In
semantics, he mentions two meanings for goodness and evil:
1. agreement and disagreement with social goals and purposes,
and 2. goodness and evil in the sense of what should or should not
be done. Regarding the ontology of goodness and evil, he believes
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goodness and evil to be essential and real. He distinguishes
between goodness and evil in the actual fact and goodness and evil
in the practical aspect. Goodness and evil in the actual fact is
constant, but goodness and evil in the practical aspect is variable
and depends on the inner feelings of individuals. In the
epistemology of goodness and evil, he is not a relativist; rather, he
accepts the reality of goodness and evil, and intellect has the
ability to understand it.

Keywords: Goodness and Evil, Ontology, Epistemology, ‘Allamah

Tabataba’1, Absoluteness, Relativity.
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