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Abstract

One of the fundamental teachings of Islam to activate all human
capacities and elevate them to the highest possible level is the
doctrine of “self-knowledge”. This doctrine has been examined by
religious scholars through various approaches, perspectives, and
different methods, presenting diverse and sometimes contradictory
interpretations. Among these interpretations, given ‘Allamah
Tabataba’1's distinguished position in the matters of religious
research, the significance of examining his interpretation becomes
evident. Hence, this research, after presenting ‘Allamah Tabataba’1's
interpretation of the doctrine of "self-knowledge" in a cohesive and
systematic framework, aims to evaluate it. Based on the results of
this study, ‘Allamah Tabataba’t's interpretation of this religious
doctrine (i.e., the “necessity of witnessing the dependent identity and
the absolute nexus of the soul to achieve presential knowledge of
God”) can be introduced as the “benchmark interpretation”. This
interpretation is characterized by features such as the dependence of
the doctrine of “self-knowledge” on the “verses of the holy Quran”,
its explanation based on ‘“narrative propositions”, presenting a
historical, analytical, and comparative perspective on the concept of
“self-knowledge” and proving the possibility of “knowledge of God”
and “knowledge of the soul” while rejecting its impossibility. This
interpretation also provides practical solutions such as “purifying the
heart” and “freeing the mind” to attain “self-knowledge”,
emphasizes the non-conflict between “self-knowledge” and “social
responsibilities”," and strives for an “operational, competitive
model” of the doctrine of “self-knowledge”.

Keywords: Self-Knowledge, ‘Allamah Tabataba’i, Transcendent
Philosophy, Shiite Jurisprudential Mysticism, Religious Studies.
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