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* Abstract

After the independence of the Republic of Azerbaijan in 1991, the
relationship between this country and the Islamic Republic of Iran
experienced various fluctuations. Consequently, diverse perspectives
emerged in Azerbaijan regarding Iran, sometimes fostering an atmosphere
of ambiguity between the two nations. The question arises: what strategies
and solutions can foster convergence between these neighboring countries?
This study delves into factors contributing to convergence, such as
historical ties and shared cultural elements, the significance of traditional
rituals, linguistic affinity, and ethnic commonality. Employing the
theoretical framework of convergence known as IME (ideological,
motivational, and environmental) along with the library method and semi-
structured interviews, the study aims to address this challenge. It proposes
solutions for fostering social relations between the two countries within the
realm of society and public diplomacy, underlining the role of public
relations and public diplomacy in strengthening the ties between the
Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of Azerbaijan. These solutions
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include fostering civilizational connections between the people of Iran and
Azerbaijan, promoting health tourism and medical services for Shia
communities in Azerbaijan within Iran, reciprocating medical services to
the people of Azerbaijan, and facilitating pilgrimage and religious tourism
for Azerbaijani Shias to visit sacred sites in Iran, such as the shrines of
Imam Rida, Lady Fatima Ma‘suma, and Shah Cheragh.
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