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Abstract

One of the common phenomena in recent years in Iranian society,
examined in this article, is the "Arbaeen Walking Rituals." The aim of the
present study is to understand the ideas that pilgrims construct for
themselves through these rituals. This qualitative research is based on
Grounded Theory. The informants of this study were 49 pilgrims
participating in these rituals from various cities across Iran. The main
findings revealed that the causal conditions affecting the occurrence of the
phenomenon of "Arbaeen Walking Rituals" include: desire for religion and
expression of Shiite solidarity; contextual conditions: religious concerns
and the attractiveness of the destination; intervening conditions: political
factors and propagation; strategies of pilgrims: self-restraint and gaining
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trust; and outcomes: Iran's power display, religious reproduction, and
the development of origin and destination, which are depicted in a
paradigmatic model. The findings of this study led to the discovery of a
theory entitled "Political Will as a Sufficient Condition."
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