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Abstract

Modern-day entertainment during childhood can have various positive or negative
impacts. Examining this challenging topic from an Islamic perspective is important
and necessary, especially during childhood, a time when an individual's personality
undergoes sometimes irreversible changes. Considering that assessing human
actions in challenging areas falls under the purview of applied ethics, this study aims
to clarify the functions of entertainment during childhood from the perspective of
Islamic applied ethics using a descriptive-analytical method. This research has
identified several functions of entertainment during childhood, including education,
talent development, self-discovery, substitution, psychotherapy, reinforcement of
teamwork, and the transmission of values. Some considerations of Islamic applied
ethics for the proper use of these functions include avoiding the promotion of
utilitarianism, consumerism, false needs for entertainment, and excessive
engagement in passive, imaginary, and solitary games. From the perspective of
Islamic applied ethics, educating and nurturing children through entertainment is
particularly significant for children under the age of seven. Moreover, entertainment
fosters the development of certain talents in children, such as intellectual growth and
the development of moral traits in adulthood. Islamic applied ethics teachings
recommend playful interactions with children, which predominantly lead to calming
effects, emotional release, self-discovery, and psychotherapy. Additionally,
according to these teachings, it is beneficial for the content of entertainment to
match the child's gender, and children should be given gender-appropriate toys.
Children also have the right to play with peers whose play styles are more similar to
their own.

Keywords
Entertainment, Functions of Entertainment, Islamic Ethics, Applied Ethics, Leisure
Time.
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