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Abstract

In his inductive reading of the divine concealment proof,
Schellenberg believes that the lack of sufficient evidence to prove
the presence of God in the universe is a proof of the emergence of
a kind of disbelief in the existence of God, which he calls
"reasonable disbelief". At the same time, he believes that people
having religious experiences can eliminate this type of disbelief.
However, humans either do not have such experiences, or the
experiences that happened to some lack the necessary
epistemological validity to prove the presence of God. This article
aims to examine the mystical experience as one of the most
important types of religious experience with the analytical-
documentary method and an epistemological approach, and
criticize the divine concealment proof from this point of view.
Therefore, the main issue of this article is how to criticize the
inductive reading of Schellenberg's divine concealment proof
from the perspective of mystical experience? By accepting the
possibility of knowledge through mystical experiences and their
value, such as the discussion of the frequency of such experiences
and the presence of knowledge resulting from them, the lack of



137 An Epistemological Criticism of ... _&ﬂ:a

sufficient evidence to prove the existence of God in the universe
is resolved, and as a result, the claim of inductive reading of
Schellenberg's proof is rejected.

Keywords: God's existence, Divine Concealment, Schellenberg,
Inductive Reading, Mystical Experience.
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