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The Blunders of Inexperienced Scribes in Mixing Texts and Margins: A Look at Fakhr al-Din al-Razi's report
By: Hamid Ataei Nazari (Assistant Professor, Islamic Sciences Culture Academy)

Abstract: The addition of marginal notes to the main text is one of the types of scribal errors that occasionally
occurred in the process of scribing ancient works in manuscripts. This led to the obscurity, misinterpretation,
or inconsistency of certain passages in these texts. Fakhr al-Din al-Radi (d. 606 AH), the renowned Ash‘arite
scholar, discusses the confusing and misleading scribal errors of adding marginal notes to the main text in
manuscripts in two instances in his commentary on Ibn Sina's (d. 428 AH) famous work, "‘Uytin al-Hikmah".
He mentions that such scribal errors also occurred in his own works. His report is noteworthy from several
aspects, particularly as it indicates the early occurrence of these types of errors and alterations in manuscripts,
and that such problematic scribal errors could occur not only over several centuries but sometimes even within
a few decades or year.

Keywords: Manuscripts, Scribal Errors, Marginal Notes, Scribes, Fakhr al-Din al-Radi.






ory

YoV | gy dal
¥ oyles | Y0 Jlo

AFol jo0,0 9 31550

Sl 5 Oge Ll 55 ¢ 36 O L | ST gy 5 s

e g Sl odls &y S LU e o j3 aS Sl a5 5 Lallas
el il o i ol 5 e ol ot g 53 1 S00 slo 555
A gl ons dde s oy 5 G ol Sl (28L onis codin 53 b
L cilge Jool dens tsles 55 0lalS glas 3155 ol e caysls cpgrn
Gr s 5 53 b caens ColiS 55 OUT BRI L bl O s (5Lt
5 e g8y Ol 31 S0 gl i (505 He b s da i 0153
Ol s 40 31 G s ol (y3Lol, 68 g0 Shlie s SlelS lans > Lo
SladS (el 1S Oste G s jslaw Ols b lagy)liS 55 45 @l oo el
w 3 e 0 by e ST dxul 5 Mol Ll 5l 5 oS sl sl axigs Sl
Sl a5 Sloeross K5 S 5 el (505 IS L iy i 95 13
el 431K 053 lae s 56,5 (6503 IS L adsils b5 DS Lo oS
353 A Ul 5 ool i a5 e (SLag) S s 0piSe ol oSl asets
3 2alalE 5 S o8 03y plulgylyen (K3 SLaS Lesg Sl sk s
S g5 395 A5 Wnasend 3l (Gl 3yl5n 53 ool 43,5 jgun Logaas
&> Ol Lol B 4 oS ol Sl 5 ollasdhe sty 5 ol 0355 51
sl ) (il Jod ol (G S ol (R Il el iy
OF a5 e o sigy P05 iy 31 e ol & Glato 5 oy 5 35 xts
sy 3l 53 oS SLlS 5 Shle g ol 5o biled Goels Sl e )y il
5wl odd o O Glrccigcaws 31 SO 3yl ol a3l 51 S e g ol s
DI olSolS Ty (6,505 e sl (y0 Olod (535 3] o2 (sbon OLSS
SBLo! o 53 Ol odim s S el (y0 axbyassy 5 Wlosygl o wal (50558
Leds ol o3labl go 555 oo 355 ool 31 aS ol b S o 13 35S UsS ol i
b )3 0lsy sgpatn 48 Gl 5 Ok 5 s 40 Jonol b (Sl 0T 29
ok 3 58 3 |y 2 a3l 5 e G lal el a3 8 oo ippan ST LS
e O bles wgb 55 LA 5 Laplel S5m0 e 255 48 35l o oy
S 03500 il 5 CewhB L c035s pagaels 5 aale e 5l Seeplple
o e PLS e Bl J s o ol Slaeal e 585 568 Ogte Shles

RO RN BYERY 31 RV W OIWp [P [SCT PO P XSSP |



Al 5 Ogme Lol 3 (U O Lt | OS5 AL

G 53 (e 4 ol Bl gf;;TfLéeU}Lﬂw el O 3 a2ty 5
428 51,3 55 Sml )1aals (o (L3898 1) (S5l 355 e 5 a5 250 ¢ as
So s el 42 (B aYYA ) Lol OBgpme OLS 1 aS >0 53 5ol
e £33 5 el i s s 5 990 (ol )3 puige 53 55 el Az
o83 A e 5l posmas ol 53 5l (S esls 3 5 litas ;5 i
5 Slias 43,8 o5 g 13505 48 g (ol 3l s conlizel
Al s sl JSte Sl s ool 03158, Sl 5 cunl o> G 53 Sl oS
520l 5 b iz (g ans iz (b 5o s 4 08w b o b @
505 e 3 £330 )53 31 RIS Sl i Ll 53 ol 03 355G oS
B8 T LSl s 53 Sl 0l a8 Ll ap5 o0 0l 5 e
L ol el il 5 o ol ) s 5 (9oLl emenal ) BSl)
oo Al 3 ol 5 a8 B iz b g 33 el 55 (63 bl ety LIS
o 3l i 80l sl ab S oy 0 Ll s Y sl 5 5 ol
O3 Tt PLS eed Je S 053l (s 48 L dals 5 oo
BRI HE PO PR WP blie 5 6L g 11 ax b aaSo)
el lalis L L;ALlﬁ\c?wJ.y\Jéﬁ)f\‘w\wb @JUTCJ—J‘JE’"

.nggg)?ujwb)ﬁ\oﬁ\wmjdajo-q-@o}x

3 b oslS s Als L iSoN e T LS 53 3l &5 rdse s
53 543 OUS ol s aS ol Glandie 55 sl 03903 oyl (le 5 Oge JalS
O bﬁ\)b}\w\‘uﬁfu}w UL"S‘J:" CJ.JJ o\)J.wJ.g S sz)u%ﬁcbn)\ QT
EWﬁL&LA}JWW\ Q9> uL‘:SJJL.:_qu Oy 450)}.«’60-«034_’&

QLI@‘)MLL‘}W‘°>)SOL:€°3WJMQBQJBM‘QG)DBM
o 2l Sl DDl (oS o el 0350255 () 5 oo Oz @y k85 550

Tse il doon (g3l dal s G W BaSod) g o s o diies Bl 550, )
VY (ol il delll 3slal

blad 455 Lok dal bbb SlnliS dsens 5 ADP a4 455 5l v S BluliS (1S den ralar 51 Y
Sl 8aslails d5ed 51e8YA 5 WAPY (lacylacd 4o Dol (g oo A5l liS ) ases 95 AAY
Yoo byl 4 ol oKl

OYA

YoV | Gangs dl
¥ oyloss | Y0 Ul

AFot 5050 9 31350



or4

YoV | gy dal
¥ oyles | Y0 Jlo

AFol jo0,0 9 31550

Sl 5 Oge Ll 55 ¢ 36 O L | ST gy 5 s

S y5a8 ol Lslal ol 1 glasd el 03,8 i 95 Slgnull oy 5 cowysl s
Syl Olan cdas g ) 5l daoli 5 A5l SIS pod Ol (slins
Sl s oS ol sl as magcaws &l 55y 365 sl slacilsy 5 Olsols
OleS ccusl 03l ol wlaasens ol aS (55000 ojjfw Wland g dlazils
idg 5 LS e feol 3l Shle 5 OldS 55 LT )5 S Ll a8 Wiles,S
0330 L3 0Ll 5 o8l dnsgs aSly bl O 01l LSS ol ol &l lean ol 395
rMJJ S US A58 ol U 5 03505 3)ls bl SS' Jeool s a0 e
48 0580 551 (S5 b s oo 1SS Slics | 5l hls 5 Al S sl ot
9wl odus 55 g QL&J‘J)H)QL@J;J) Qwajfw)‘jﬁyﬁ-rig-@
S 13l B dlop 395 T e 31y dasls colimenss 5 DBLS -l S 03905 il s
53255 GUT OBULIE g5 egmn 5 (183 Jhasdd 5 a3 e Sl 5 Al o)
Olss 3l Il w31 e S0leys B 45 340 o 513 - LSS ol (5l A canls|
il Go b sl edal oy Ll s Sl s 5 Sl (i T Jam (3)S
Fb ) i elomsy 5 o 31 Sy 48 - Ll (sLaan 385 53 Sl o
by ol 5 lierndl ot £33 (651 ol 0o Bl - ol a3 IS LT i
5 sl azuils T ohle am  Slice 5 )il o baSoM Bges OIS 20 3
03,00 LIS 31 (65 iy 53 s &S sl Jods oyl e ST ) ST a8 0353
Ay Cowl oy 45 235 8 5 Cewpdl sl e s OlS mcnul fotie
Lﬁ\ u”Lif“J oY 6}3 JW\M} Jsb L—:—“’J‘ Qomad AT 9 1093 Iy
OIS Lo s e DS 4l 5 o3l hlos 5 ppgal 5 2t LIS

W‘)\JB u.;;\)‘c.ojc L}f‘)JJ| Qbu e ! 034 L;J&!}>-‘5 Qe Ll;-).) ‘L;';b

% e 8 sl Glaodls 6 pansinn smy Ol BT o] 53
B b o liodly caglaall Joolsdlly splone o8 CIlanlly 89000
bl s dy e opny doT S 0 36 cdaggiall ' ASLI LY
S5 1558 Loy p 1085 1S s 1l O s 13] 5 T SIS o b Lsg

Anoll s padl )
S spskaall 3 Y
1Sy g sdaall 5 ¥



Al 5 Ogme Lol 3 (U O Lt | OS5 AL

Ly b SIS oa il cgelal sl e sl L)
oo Bl ASTpll eantms ol 136 pLadl SIS amnds (SN 05
Gl b Lo b el ALyl e W09 (5535 ¢ e ds ¥ Sl
L e o 2l e o Ll (oSO e e Ll bl
Lo S35 s ¥ Cizall OS5 asgley i
"mally iy ] oy gl Ma Sals ady . 5 M IS Jgnamd
o o L o LT Sy ¢ Slilgas Slias 5 (i el
o w1515 e Yl Sl o Lo ey D 0 LsS)
el Bl e ol sl ke 0 ¢ I e BTl
o S b oS Jlead G dudl 1 5,83 Ll s . ol ols
Ol (e doag Jacall e s0im (asdl 5,55 LS Je =2lse]!
5392 by ol w553 3 LS (sl ccanas]llds g LSl o4
s " Bl b ol o B e P il Sl S

V.ol ol,S5 bs A prall LSl dnztoll LIS

T Camlioty 55 0aSoN By 8 O e 51 K0 aige 53 (3 b
03,5 S5 |y aniSlingy LS5 codgad g0 axidl 5 slsall ka5 4 oS Ll 31 o)le
Gt 355 IS el L 85is g bolae ooyle o aS acals Hlehl el
s ool dinn (S5 sl 0 i 5 Cimendd o> Yo | 5l LalS 5 3L
4S sl il La oS 55 by 1l eseels Ohls SlalS 31 ams 3959 9 g5
CBlan 5 o el 3 ) OLS by plisean ;LT ol 0SNS5 ()l
231 355 G2l g e rap ey g el G b sl Obls 5l e (b

uL“SQJmJ\@ A

iy el sl s cpentl] 3 S Y

S sgaall i ¥

L5+ :@—:.E.AJ‘ L59 ¥

g_,.l.z:;j :Q:.]AQ.H @ .0

Lokl :@..J:.AJ‘ & F

oo ‘\C‘M‘ o ol S| I SN Oges Cf.’; ey dies Q::.UW ol Y

oo

YoV | Gangs dl
¥ oyloss | Y0 Ul

AFot 5050 9 31350



Of\

YoV | gy dal
¥ oyles | Y0 Jlo

AFol jo0,0 9 31550

Sl 5 Oge Ll 55 ¢ 36 O L | ST gy 5 s

P2l Sl  Aled503 30 QLS s Ll 50 olaeagidl s oS JB
Sl Ll el osy ybsy\j\ébp gl 5> oy SldS plesy LS &S
3RS bl ek Ohle Sluipds 503, S 515 355 Gumgicaws i
als eg5 45 S oo ol 505 (65 5 bl 53 (63 5 el 3505 iy
Slglodie sl i g sl 035 55 s liiaas 53 Sliaal fod s £33
3 Blands Al Shle 5 SLalS (55 U1 6l s (bl 55 98Ul
Ll LT oS Lol a el slase (ladS ol Wlazdloy oS (5505 celer ol
o 0331 (S5 yuames a3 it 5 bslis 3w ol s . Lilo3 S Bl 2 s
b ohle ja .l anl dwb 5 Ll ohle s OldS 3leaiSTl ol 5l 5

H el iz 2302

s 4l «'c:_f.l\» s \Q—A s 9050 Y oo amiy 4] s 80
odon JLtel £535 5 ol Jods Ol Y o Tela sl
Yy xSl sidin gyallar wldl s 1S o SOl b LS
sl Ol o Lillas oo Logs TLasd Sl 0g0gt
LS A Gyt el ogar gl oo Ll gk g sl
Lt *oe o) el o (37 Sl ol o )
ol 535 ol 1l (STl b Ll i« lsSTI ool 40
EREIUN JUCT S P S U S R VCI T R(E PR
e e LTl Lagd 0] o3 8l il gl e IS

r‘)\.ﬁ\ :@:Ja.dl &

9t :@..Ja.q.‘\ @ .
.L@,:é_:@,,la.«.nu.é .
RETIN :@.,E.Q.H -
Lo+ :@:Ja.dl &
Jinosppaall 3
-O§—=Q¢1=-J‘Q .
oS Joligslacdl

o > < v B 6 4« =



Al 5 Ogme Lol 3 (U O Lt | OS5 AL

Tl S ran | S L) o el 3 Lagls sl
Ll o Y1 s 5 0aslddl Jlgslly gt o 82 glos gl 3
f.«'c:.ﬂl» oS b

Ol 0SS lsraas 5 lisenas Jlrs e (68 Og2e 51 (55l ilisuypd (3L
s 03, eald Lallas ol 51 Ll odigs s s oy 4l 5 ol o
2 26 S Oe Dbl 5l aan A Sl sl g0 10 5 e 5 (15
sotlas (St Js a0 atoen oy oo i a5 Sl 5 s 5 S
Ll 5 A8 S s LT OB 2315 0 5 (59805 L oy i sl
3 Sl Gl plasl a8y s Ohle s OlalS s ol oy (S
O3s 2l Ol g ol 51 o aS il 5 cculel 5o Sl 5 Cimenas
g 5 Josl Ken Gk a0 ) sddiimanal 5 Canpsl Shle lan diledssS

lsles bl gl 555 (lne 5 daoled

sl sggdaall )

Aozl iglaall 3 Y
bl sgsacdl Y
MNENY 2 A‘Com ¥

oryY

YoV | Gangs dl
¥ oyloss | Y0 Ul

AFot 5050 9 31350



