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Abstract

One of the points of contention among Islamic denominations is the
use of maslaha (public interest) as a basis for jurisprudential rulings.
The question is, what valid and legitimate role can maslaha play in the
process of inference of permanent religious rulings, and to what extent
is it accepted, either absolutely or conditionally, by various schools of
Islamic jurisprudence? In this article, it’s been tried to analyze the
types of maslaha in a comparative manner to explain which type, and
under what conditions, can be valid. Accordingly, the types of maslaha
are examined and distinguished based on their roles. Special attention
is paid to maslaha derived from textual sources (maslaha mustafad
min al-nass), wilayl maslaha (public interest related to governance),
and inferential maslaha (maslaha istinbati), with the primary focus
being on inferential maslaha. One of the novel contributions of this
study is the classification and distinction of the types of maslaha based
on their roles. Another innovation is the clarification of the foundations
of both supporting and opposing viewpoints. Additionally, the study
highlights the question of whether maslaha is valid as maslaha itself or
only because it is supported by other valid evidence. Finally, the most
important conditions for the validity of maslaha are reviewed.
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