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Gibbon, Muhammad (PBUH), and Islam

A Review of the Fiftieth Chapter of The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire , by Edward
Gibbon (1737-1794 CE)

Rasoul Jafarian

Abstract: During the rise of the European Enlightenment in the 18th century, a number of historians and
enthusiasts of Oriental studies stood against the medieval biases of the Church and adopted a more balanced
perspective towards Islam. They sought to free themselves from Europe's thousand-year-old prejudices by
referring to Arabic sources and applying scientific methodologies. This movement resulted in the creation of
works on Islam and Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) that provided a more realistic view of the events during and
after his time. However, Enlightenment writers also critiqued Christianity, and some of these criticisms were
occasionally applied to certain aspects of Islamic faith. Nonetheless, this shift introduced new insights that are
worth examining. This article reviews the fiftieth chapter of The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire, which is not included in the Persian translation of the book (Tehran, 1970).

Keywords: Edward Gibbon, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Islamic history, Muhammad
(PBUH), prophetic biography.
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Character of Ali.

The birth, the alliance, the character of Ali, which exalted him above the rest of his
countrymen, might justify his claim to the vacant throne of Arabia. The son of Abu
Taleb was, in his own right, the chief of the family of Hashem, and the hereditary
prince or guardian of the city and temple of Mecca. The light of prophecy was
extinct; but the husband of Fatima might expect the inheritance and blessing of her
father: the Arabs had sometimes been patient of a female reign; and the two
grandsons of the prophet had often been fondled in his lap, and shown in his pulpit
as the hope of his age, and the chief of the youth of paradise. The first of the true
believers might aspire to march before them in this world and in the next; and if
some were of a graver and more rigid cast, the zeal and virtue of Ali were never
outstripped by any recent proselyte. He united the qualifications of a poet, a soldier,
and a saint: his wisdom still breathes in a collection of moral and religious sayings;
(167) and every antagonist, in the combats of the tongue or of the sword, was
subdued by his eloquence and valour. From the first hour of his mission to the last
rites of his funeral, the apostle was never forsaken by a generous friend, whom he
delighted to name his brother, his vicegerent, and the faithful Aaron of a second
Moses. The son of Abu Taleb was afterwards reproached for neglecting to secure his
interest by a solemn declaration of his right, which would have silenced all
competition, and sealed his succession by the decrees of Heaven. But the
unsuspecting hero confided in himself: the jealousy of empire, and perhaps the fear
of opposition, might suspend the resolutions of Mahomet; and the bed of sickness

was besieged by the artful Ayesha, the daughter of Abubeker, and the enemy of Ali.
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