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Urdu Travelogues about Iran — Part One: The Qajar Era (1800-1925)
Leila Abdi

Abstract: In South Asia, Urdu travelogue writing gained popularity in the second half of the 19th century. The most
common Urdu travelogues were written about journeys to Mecca and Medina (for Hajj/Umrah and pilgrimage) and
other religious visits to places like Iraq, Constantinople, Syria, Jerusalem, and Iran. For South Asian people, Iran was
an attractive travel destination for several reasons: the sweet Persian language, the tombs of famous poets (Ferdowsi,
Saadi, Hafez), the shrines of mystics (in Khorasan), the holy shrines of Imam Reza (A) and Lady Masoumeh (S) in
Mashhad and Qom, the resting places of philosophers (such as Mulla Sadra), and historical architecture (in Isfahan
and Rey). Due to this interest, South Asian travelers documented their experiences during their journeys or upon
their return in the form of diaries, memoirs, or travelogues, which they published. This paper first provides a brief
overview of travelogue writing in the Urdu language. It then analyzes the history of Urdu travelogues about Iran.
Since the earliest printed travelogue in Urdu about Iran dates back to 1886 (1265 AH) during the Qajar era, the paper
specifically focuses on Urdu travelogues written by travelers who visited Iran during the Qajar period (1800-1925) and
whose accounts were published in British India during that time.

Keywords: Urdu language, travelogue writing, British India (pre-1947), Iran, Qajar era (1800-1925).
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Indo-Persian Travels in the Age of Discoveries 1400—1800, By: Muzaffar Alam+

Sanjay Subrahmanyam, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007.

llgalys oUab ¢ 2sS) Aelyrdy by (328 5 (g3lubilely egilwedl @23 03 55
o3 Sl s Ol (img (sLabs (SIS slalas) b)) Joless 315l
Sty o 52,1 03 4 DS Ol s ae s BIES & alE 2l pals | Ll
“’@seu g JLols 1285 35 03y51 (S0) 53y o o) ) _amn il a5 A

Srd g, L5 3)lg0 5l S andldcs D bbbl (oS 5 el eolazul plewersl )
Lloded asldiS ] 55 5 o m)ﬂr_a Ll $he Jalrs it ST ICDBNES CdSS (5l iyl
3351 0L5 4 biadoms s LaolS aan . dlodid 0515 9Las (30 L s ‘:gu@)l:) (B (gy03 gu@)u
53] glis pU dars Ui (s 53 el ot S5 il oL SO L PURP P /NI E K { PR VST
el 0ol 9351 Lo 45 53, e Slaste bl s andl ol ol

2. Claude Russell.

e die caoor T (el (SO d Jshacil phie Al dudor )5 sl 0 Ol Aol ol Y
Oyorlon 51 ekl 4 DS Mt _lian 3lym 3l S el e (5o e eyl agd
A el o3 ez 05 ¢ 55

e QdEo g 30 e Qlaane\ s i s ad0 3 B s 0 Ol 4l o)
oAV 50 (e 23y g 31§ g sl

53 lead G ool &Ajén 05,8 sl G}HL& By JLSls =S5 .Daniel Joseph Majchrowicz .0
s Sl 1 odle (5500 93] gaasl i 3,055 25285 ULy sl ol 5 (Oytg Epgh RLHES)



Ol §bys 52,1 Ob5 4 slaasliin | Alis

sl 03,8 sy by Lol g 53 531 5 o) (slaasli i 2 s e sl

9708 oy o sianliiw adyas) WA B VY 5l aS sl osld Ol 10905 b

(OF. o Olon) ol ol iy 93 4

258 Sy 5 4 o paslipion abyaz; 5 A ST 05 5193, b5 53 o sl

G Ol s 93yl 4 f)—lﬁw" sl iw s 5l ol danl 9pSUs CL‘” Laxg L

3,5 o,Lal Ll

(4 ‘).'Sj < ‘_;La_s)'! OAYIVYY) e dssﬁa;u AT Gyis @
.1786()\.«: S9de-1(Geln g_.L;.SQU @)U (| ob BB Lﬂ’b'“j)

¢ b ST (sedlare s OATOIVAY) ol oasl lsi S 30 G52 @
g JoaSS g5 gl allloe demdloe e o sl 58U
1823 /51228

codedandly 0pSU mbis 4 4 b ocenl J5 4 50l glaaslyiw adlae oyl o250
JoS g 5 e 108 A ) 535 015 0 0Bl jgtie (Slaael s yotunssd
Lladg e

1838 Jlw 3 .54 Usw.:_lf}\ g,gj Sl (Satwd 53 i o D)8 i 15 At
& 75 SQ olad (g 438,555 liwsdin 5 Olenilidl o oS (K 55 <S5 (sl
W/GBIY0F oliaey WV iS5 IATA usles Y /300 Ol V0 :e S by S
13,5 Ol Bleenileel @)\3 :0lee b 93yl 0L a0y alaslyae e 103 Ao ualys
1843 45,5 131259 plonlp mes ¢ gm0 S35 53 0l daes dow das
o 0 1837 oyle 305 <y gl a0 1837 wyle 23 53 5280 g 51 g JoaS Gl
S ;503 SlaysS 5 Ll B s el p 9leed Sl iy 1838 1837 51 (55 . donsy
w025 53] 015 41847 Jlw )3 hanse 7235 101528 L oo [aS gy (Saalizin ' 505

31 age S (Ko Aalipdn 1l 03, t0r 5 gm0y 520} Balijhs iz 52| Slaaaliin 81
gyl @ by din 31 Ko iy (,.f.:» &abyaw ((B3le 4 olawsdon
Voo 2 BN Glians) et S 1 diS oLSS g JaS Loljias ot asend )b Lol 8,155 )
il dalys Ol 5 el 03,5 iy o asens ol 4 ol i 253555 AR e
http://dehgahi.blogfa.com/category/Y#

\0e

Yol | gy il
0 o)les | ¥0 YL

Vot (53 9,31



\[A)

Yol | Ghagss dal
0 o)lets | Y0 Yl

\Fo¥ 559,31

Oll 85Lys 9351 OLj & Sbael i | Slae

53 .uﬁw&asﬁ_&);«é&dh:»ﬁ «(aj,bdl)\sc,b.a»)'\)lgwatg\ﬂjw
AeS ing jin b gy o 101520 b OS o 055 0 jolas (slaay 5 5 aaaly
SR LS\J.U.;.QJ.@.JJ: (<))$§dj6&u@b>>)| aolaw ol ol 0l 03,00 g
w0 aslpie ol O 51 e 9 803 D\Boms 10lge b s O 1898 )59 /(313150 Lias; 3

OVVe. o ¢ SN Olinns) cditwons- (§I0) IS g yme ¢U o

Lol g £ 15 aalsl 39,8l B g ul @\)jsj\fﬁ @ o paolin il ol e
5 Koo b Oler 6 gy ilisus (GlajsaS L 0laypaS Jos & pliglajiu 702
A8 e Ol badlowe g ladalygy 5o L LS sy plasladal an

L ot 48 ol e i 23l 135151 5 sl s S 0lsgin 53 5550
slaasl i a@?'gl_aj_fs e g0 0dsle Bloral L (B 9 S op andgs By
S Sl 0315 QLS 5 sl 03,8y V880 Vo0 (glaans ol 93yl OLj w e dd Ol
(OV. o YeTY ‘@3)>'=3b) RGO PTRARY (S35RP s 4A3 ,A

S 5 Al el bl Al Y051 i L sl LSS Sla ity
JUVTTI (sgl_ﬂ) £(1938-2013) wlie Jeo o3 (éLBT) £(1920-1998) Jmeww oo
«(1939::3530) )30 e

domallie JLSSL 4l olaS) ol Myl o555 55 Bl oL
Saasl aw sldad - s canliyiw 4 (g9 3L aBhe 4 axgi L S S e o e (S,
S asl s Conygd L5 (55 il oo 390 (59 Al OUS 53 53)) Gy 4 0 dd Ol
Copgd VA Jlow 55 D\p3\gs 20lgae b deliaw Qoo o jgb 13 S ey SlalblsS
Sranlipon b oy ool ponn yils YooV Jlw 55 Ml puflgd 10l b asliphun V150
Conpgs Jas N ol andl s dals Ol (630 il b S el oolel iy
Areds ol slaasbyiu ;K05 Conpgd Sl PIF Jlu B ods Ol slaasl b
o2 QLS Lok din 53| glaa 5 5 aliyy, 5o S gl 5 cilases 91,30 (ya
ot il 03,28 Sl oz lipd s

bl 48 315 pases Bl OlS (OlnS| dlusS e 55 O pSThases 285 BT
Colw 53 5 ol 03,5 (65815,5 53| Lol s Yoo 51 2 0S5 3l Sladlas 393



Ol §bys 52,1 Ob5 4 slaasliin | Alis

sl e, S aw ol 4 (g s g o0 93)) (Slaasl i 8,15 Kitaab Nama.com
8505 0 8l ) He NS S jolans il 05,8 Ol o> ool a sl i
N0 e gy 4SS 1538 O\ 5 (Gl LS

oliscir ol

laseisr cawn L, QT} J_S\osﬁ Q\J_j‘ Ry j':“"r':‘ o)\).o.lh L"MJ S p3a
g olacals s g (Olaseas oloh olgs! Jlal 5l as sy o o>
2305 3l Jlxlllpme Sl 4y 65 0Ll &le

OLBg3Ir] s raw 45 Gl 1l 03 (22S2 Ll g 0300 (6 0)lgan <Ol
9 L;L.C« (aLA\ dgleo Loy fu‘ g ‘u;guc))w} LJ:J; La gL@)k—L@ 9L@.u|
Ol 3 sl b LT Gl a8 Wiy 2 Jolse 51 Lgal dean 0Ll olsyle
5l (P el 50505 53 (5505 glaplewls oL ol ROESR <
G| O-LAT 055 &/S\J.a_f» ajS;\_? uﬁ}\\.}j_.}w B C'_A_mL:.wT S L o.L.fug;Lg-‘gJJ

(90\‘& ‘rjb o> c\‘\“)

J3els OWVIPOA s a Sy Kalle 8193 53 «(6y5aig Y Slyedoames
S 0 L 5oLy 5 Sl Lo 553 Ol 5 Y (6, S5 adly
L 01l U s 3 Ll B3 3l e bl A 02l (ol ' Slo Byys

25 Wl ila b oledal el )5 5 ey ool b

3l ysle UJJJ\V.E;\ ol ﬁu\ﬁ_lé_:«» 59 Ol gt 0 Lewl g gl sl
aslo aglas ool 5o, (M\d.:l.o Lo, plal e e SO R IRV SO T P

ASVEADAY [BNeAeNeoo (35 il )
QL’L.&}M aﬂ.})::’fﬁ g;.“:a‘ &;aj..fr Jle U}JA‘ ((.)ji)) Y

oY

Yol | gy il
0 o)les | ¥0 YL

Vot (53 9,31



\[)¢

Yol | Ghagss dal
0 o)lets | Y0 Yl

\Fo¥ 559,31

Oll 85Lys 9351 OLj & Sbael i | Slae

J)} L/;Lhobjz 45.,\.0)5& S L@.'T)‘ L?J’fﬁ (\‘O‘\.up cdj‘ J.L>- ALY Q) NETY
Ty Jﬁﬁo&.\mys.x@.&c);b

Shams, Alex, (2021), From guests of the Imam to unwanted foreigners: the politics
of South Asian pilgrimage to Iran in the twentieth century, Middle Eastern Studies,

Vol 57, Issue 4.
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The history of Persia, from the most early period to the present time : containing an
account of the religion, government, usages, and character of the inhabitants of that

kingdom, London: John Murray, First edition: 1815.

Sketches of Persia; from th Journals of a traveler in the East, two volumes, London:

John Murray, First edition: 1827.
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1. Major General Sir John Malcolm.
2. Sir Frederic John Goldsmith (1818-1908).
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1. Persia Revisited (1895) With Remarks On H.I.M Mozuffer-ed-din Shah and the Present Situation in
Persia (1896), By: General Sir Thomas Edward Gordon, Published: Edward Arnold, 1896.
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