S NAGD &2
3 A &
v v EISSN: 2716 -960X

N. AZAR ISSN: 1062-8952
@ clare Acudemy The Quarterly Journal of Philosophy & Theology (%
é.\/:ya Vol. 29 @ No.3 e Autumn 2024 e Issue 115 (0% (»

An Examination of al-Kindt's Perspective on the Theory
of Emanation and Creation Ex Nihilio* !

Mahdi Asgari 2 Yousef Daneshvar Nilou 3
Seyyed Jamaloddin Mirsharafoddin (Sharaf) 4 Mohammad Keyvanfard

2. PhD student, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Faculty of Philosophy, University
of Religions and Denominations, Qom, Iran (corresponding author).
Email: mehdiaskari1371i@gmail.com
3. Assistant professor, Department of Philosophy of Religion, Imam Khomeini
Education and Research Institute, Qom, Iran.
Email: Yousef.daneshvar@gmail.com
4. Assistant professor, Department of Contemporary Philosophy, University of
Religions and Denominations, Qom, Iran.
Email: Mirsharafodin@gmail.com
5. Assistant professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Faculty of Philosophy, Qom, Iran.
Email: keivanfar.mohammad@gmail.com

Al-Kindi is a philosopher who did not present a coherent conception of

™ God. The God he portrays sometimes resembles the God of the Quran, at
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other times the God of the Mu'tazilites, and occasionally the God of
Neoplatonists. These varying interpretations have led to diverse
perspectives in his surviving works regarding the emergence of beings.
Some commentators attribute the theory of emanation (al-sudir) to al-
Kindi, while others emphasize the theory of creation ex nihilo (creation
from nothing). The main objective of this article is to examine al-Kind1’s
views and those of his significant commentators on the theories of
emanation and creation ex nihilo. The data collection method is library-
based, and the data analysis method is descriptive-analytical. The article’s
rough conclusion is that al-Kindi, by distinguishing between fi{ (action)
and ‘amal (deed), argues that God, or the "True First Agent," possesses
perfect action (fi1), while metaphorical agents (fa‘ls bi-l-majaz) perform
deeds (‘amal). This distinction allows creation ex nihilo to be understood
as God’s action, while emanation is viewed as the deed of metaphorical
agents. With this perspective, it can be argued that al-Kindi reconciles the
theory of emanation with the theory of creation ex nihilo.
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