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Abstract

In Saussure's thought. language is a passive and collective. universal
system of signs. agreed upon by the members of a community. which is
installed and fixed in their minds like software. The signs of language
only gain their value: role. and meaning in relation to each other
within the system. and they are contrasted with one another.
Therefore. it is not the form. gender. or other characteristics that
determine the role. value. and meaning of a sign. but the structure.
rules. and conventions. In fact. it is language that makes speech and
thought possible by creating distinctions. In this way. the source of
meaning in structuralist thought is language. which. according to the
features assigned to it. exists before the speaker and text. This study.
using a descriptive-analytical method. aims to explain Saussurian
structuralist semantics while highlighting the shortcomings of this
approach. The result of the study shows that Saussure’s structural
semiotic system is like a dictionary. where signs are mechanically
connected to referents in a closed. collective system. and signs are
distinguished from one another in a structural order. As a result. the
word is considered the unit of meaning study. and linguistic knowledge
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is treated as encyclopedic knowledge. When we consider the word as
the unit of meaning study. we assume that words have meaning before
being placed in a sentence. whereas the meaning of a word cannot be
analyzed independently of the context it is used in. the prevailing
atmosphere. and the information stored in the memory of language

users.
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