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Verse 18 of Surah Al-Zukhruf is one of the verses that has posed
interpretative challenges for commentators. The central debate
surrounding this verse is whether its content—describing an individual
raised in luxury, ornamentation, and delicacy, yet weak in argumentation
and defense—is a statement from God or a reflection of the viewpoint of
pre-Islamic Arabs. Thus, the primary point of contention among
commentators is whether the verse expresses the perspective of pre-
Islamic Arabs or conveys God's own viewpoint. This study, using a
descriptive-analytical method, examines the opinions of commentators
and refutes the views of those who interpret this verse as God's statement
indicating a deficiency in women's reasoning. The study argues that it is
inconsistent for God to reject the disapproval of daughters by polytheists,
deeming their judgment to be unjust, yet simultaneously uphold the same
notion Himself. If the content of this verse were indeed intended by God,

could He still consider the pre-Islamic Arabs' judgment about daughters

1. Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Quran and Hadith, Faculty of Theology and Islamic Studies,
University of Mazandaran, Babolsar, Iran. (Corresponding Author) s.ettehad08@umail.umz.ac.ir

2. Associate Professor, Department of Quran and Hadith, Faculty of Theology and Islamic Studies,
University of Mazandaran, Babolsar, Iran. jloudar@umz.ac.ir.

* Ettehad, F. & Halimi Jelodar, H. (2024). An Analysis of Commentators' Views on the Deficiency of
Women's Reasoning in Relation to Verse 18 of Surah Al-Zukhruf. Journal of Studies of Quranic
Sciences, 6(20), pp. 128-153. https://Doi.org/10.22081/jgss.2025.69519.1314

WWW.jgss.isca.ac.ir



S
&

855 00 WA BT o3 1003 5 (8 5,000 oo sy oo

to be wrong and undesirable? Moreover, such an interpretation would be
inconsistent with the overarching Quranic principle of the spiritual

equality of men and women.

Keywords
Deficiency of Reasoning, Proponents, Opponents, Nahj al-Balagha,
Interpretative Views.
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