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In the jurisprudential and fatwa literature of the fugaha’ (Is-
lamic jurists), ambiguities persist regarding the timing of zakat
obligation on the four types of grains, particularly dates. These
ambiguities have made it difficult to provide precise answers
to related questions. Consequently, there is a critical need to
examine the principles and criteria used by jurists in determin-
ing the zakat due date for grains, especially the criterion of
badw al-salah for dates.

The first key question is: What exactly do jurists mean by
badw al-salah, and when does this condition apply? Addition-
ally, is badw al-salah distinct from the application of the term
tamr (ripe dates)? In some cases, jurists have proposed ihmirar
(reddening) or isfirar (yellowing) as criteria for zakat obliga-
tion. It remains unclear, however, what these terms precisely
signify and whether they differ in meaning from badw al-salah
or the application of the term tamr.

This study first analyzes the terminologies used by jurists to
define the timing of zakat obligation. Next, it clarifies the pre
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cise meanings of these jurisprudential terms before examining their similarities and dif-
ferences. Finally, by presenting a clear and well-reasoned conclusion, the study provides
jurisprudential experts with a structured framework for addressing related questions. This
enables them to offer scientifically grounded, rigorously examined, and substantiated re-

sponses based on a thorough understanding of the issue.
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