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Abstract

Literary and historical texts serve as comprehensive mirrors of their
respective eras and cultures. Nahj al-Balagha, a treasure trove of wisdom
and eloquence, provides a clear picture of Arab society and culture before
Islam-known as the Jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic) era.

This study aims to examine how pre-Islamic cultural elements are
reflected in the words of Imam Ali (AS). Through an exploration of Nahj al-
Balagha, we can gain insight into the customs, poetry, proverbs, and
prevalent beliefs of the Jahiliyyah period. The significance of this research
lies in its ability to shed light on lesser-known aspects of pre-Islamic Arab
history. Understanding the historical and cultural background of that era
helps in comprehending Imam Ali's (AS) thoughts within their proper
historical and social context.

Using a descriptive-analytical method and relying on authentic sources,
this study examines pre-Islamic customs, poetry, proverbs, wisdom
traditions, and rhetorical comparisons in Nahj al-Balagha. The research
findings suggest that Nahj al-Balagha is not merely a collection of sermons
and letters but a repository of knowledge and wisdom deeply rooted in
Arab culture and history.

By studying this invaluable text, we gain a deeper understanding of pre-
Islamic culture and the profound thoughts of Imam Ali (AS). Nahj al-
Balagha serves as a mirror reflecting pre-Islamic culture, with Imam Ali
(AS) skillfully using folkloric elements and metaphorical language—
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especially imagery related to camels—to convey profound religious and
ethical concepts in an engaging manner.

Keywords: Pre-Islamic Culture, Nahj al-Balagha, Customs and Traditions,
Pre-Islamic Poetry, Proverbs, Metaphors
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