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Literary and Linguistic Notes (3)
An Overview of discussions on a verse by Hagani in his “Christian Ode”
Arya Tabibzadeh

Abstract: This note provides an overview of discussions on a verse by Hagani (1126/1127-1198/1199 CE) in his
Christian ode, translated by Vladimir Minorsky (1945) as: “By Mary’s purity in her wedlock with Joseph, by the
exemption of Jesus from the link of the fetal clot”. The last word of this verse read and translated by Minorsky as
%a /"the fetal clot” has gave rise to a continuing controversy among the early commentators of Haqani’s Diwan
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and the modern scholars, over centuries. It has variably been spelled in the early manuscripts as asya and 237 (also
its corrupted form: fasya). Though the former is the most common spelling in the manuscripts (especially in the
earliest manuscripts, as I will show), the modern scholars often chose the latter spelling (157) suggesting various
meanings for it, such as “the fetal clot”, “womb”, “a prostitute with whom Jesus was accused to have affair’. In
accordance with Mortazai and Heydarian (2017), I suggest that the both spellings afya and %4 are in fact
corrupted forms of the original spelling 4. I also suggest two possible interpretations for the under-discussion
word: 1. It may by the Arabic rendering of the Biblical figure Jesse, the David’s father and according to the
gospels of Matthew and Luke, Jesus’s ancestor (this is Mortazai and Heydarian’s interpretation, ibid); 2. It may
be a rendering of the Hebrew word i5§2 ‘woman, wife’.

Keywords: Haqani, The Christian Ode, ?i$8a, ?1%3, 182, Persian Lexicography, Persian Lexicons in Indian
Subcontinent, Hebrew, Hebrew in Persian, , Lotera?i, Aba Nuwas.
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