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A Comparative Study of the “Doctrine of Emanation” and
the “Principle of Grace” from the Perspective of Thomas Aquinas
and Khwaja Nasir al-Tus1
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Among the meaningful and efficacious Islamic and Christian teachings, the
doctrine of grace (emanation) holds a high status. Khwaja Nasir al-Tus1 and
Thomas Aquinas, representatives of the two Abrahamic religions (Islam and
Christianity) - who happened to be contemporaries - have brought up well-
reasoned theological discussions on this topic in their books during the classical
scholastic period. The main question of the present research is whether Divine
grace (emanation) offers a facilitated way to succeed and act on the laws and
Shari'a of the Supreme Creator? Or is it a kind of Divine-mystical invitation that is
used to shorten the path to salvation? The authors try to examine the similarities
and differences between the theories of Thomas Aquinas and Khwaja Nasir al-
Tasi, as two contemporary philosophers-theologians, using a descriptive-
analytical method. The data in this article show that the discourses of emanation
and grace do not lead to a single conclusion from the perspectives of Thomas and
Khwaja. In Thomas’s view, the original nature of man is damaged due to original
sin; therefore, man cannot be saved except by Divine grace, but Khwaja considers
grace as separate from original sin and views it a product of God’s wisdom.
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1. Actual Grace
2. Habitual Grace.
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1. Summa Theologica
2 . Whether without grace man can know any truth?
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1. (...But he does not need a new light added to his natural light, inorder to know the truth in all
things, but only in some that surpass his natural knowledge. And yet at times God miraculously
instructs some by his grace in things that can be known by natural reason,even as He sometimes
brings about miraculously what nature cando.)

2. (... Now man is master of his acts, and especially of his willing...
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1 . Whether man without grace and by his own natural powers can fulfil the commandments of the
Law?

2 . It would seem that man without grace, and by his own natural powers, can fulfil the
commandments of the Law. For the Apostle says (Rm. 2:14) that "the Gentiles who have not the law,
do by nature those things that are of the Law." Now what a man does naturally he can do of himself
without grace. Hence a man can fulfil the commandments of the Law without grace.

3. I answer that, there are two ways of fulfilling the commandments of the Law. The first regards the
substance of the works, as when a man does works of justice, fortitude, and of other virtues...
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