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Abstract
Meytham al-Tammar, the devoted companion of Imam Ali (AS),
sacrificed his life for his ideals, which centered on supporting the
guardianship (wilayah) of the Ahl al-Bayt. In addition to being
recognized as a revolutionary figure, he was the patriarch of a family
known for its scholarship, where Shi‘ism was inherited as a family
tradition. Meytham left behind a notebook containing his recorded
narrations from Imam Ali (A) as a legacy for his children, who later
contributed to transmitting the narrations of the Imams. His four sons
followed in his footsteps by narrating traditions related to the
attributes and virtues of Imam Ali (A). After Meytham’s sons, his
grandchildren also endeavored in the transmission of Shia knowledge.
Sources mention nine of Meytham’s descendants, who surpassed their
predecessors in scholarly pursuits and the dissemination of Ahl al-Bayt
teachings. The period in which these descendants lived spans
approximately 130 to 200 AH, coinciding with the Imamate of Imam
Ja‘far al-Sadiq (A) to that of Imam al-Ridha (A). This study seeks to
answer the question: What were the scholarly activities and
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intellectual inclinations of Meytham’s descendants, and what role did
they play in the transmission of Ahl al-Bayt teachings? Among
Meytham’s descendants, three major branches—Shu‘ayb ibn Meytham,
‘Imran ibn Meytham, and Salih ibn Meytham—actively worked to
spread the knowledge of the Ahl al-Bayt, and Shia hadith sources have
preserved their narrations. The intellectual approach of Meytham al-
Tammar’s descendants emphasized knowledge and ethics in their
portrayal of the Imams. Their narrations primarily highlighted the
jurisprudential, exegetical, and ethical dimensions of the Imams,
rather than focusing on extraordinary miracles and supernatural
attributes.

Keywords
Meytham al-Tammar, Children of Meytham al-Tammar, Descendants
of Meytham al-Tammar, Companions of Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq (A).
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