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challenges of early Islam, and some contemporaries at the time viewed
it as a cause of division and discord among Muslims. This issue has
remained a major point of contention in the works of early historians
and modern writers, such as the book Al-Fitna bayna al-Sahaba:
Qira’a Jadida li-Istikhraj al-Haqq min Bayn al-Rukam al-Batil by the
Egyptian author Muhammad Hassan. The author of this book
examines the roots and causes of the conflict among the Companions
and, based on historical sources, investigates the assassination of the
third caliph. This study aims to analyze the historical sources and
reports related to the assassination of the third caliph using a
descriptive-analytical method. The central question of this article is:
What objectives does the author pursue in writing this book, and what
approach does he take in interpreting historical narratives? It seems
that the author adopts a biased and selective perspective, lacking
historical reasoning, relying heavily on Salafi historians and
predominantly referencing Sunni historical, jurisprudential, and
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hadith sources, particularly those from the 7th century AH. Although
some accounts lack direct source citations, the book frequently
highlights the virtues of the Companions and the Followers, making it
more of a work on the merits of the Companions influenced by Sunni
jurisprudential, hadith, and exegetical texts.
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