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Abstract

The identity of any entity arises from its inherent meaning—this
applies to urban identity as well. Urban identity refers to an individual’s
deep awareness and connection to the city they belong to. This identity
is tied to five cognitive domains: intuitive, rational, imaginative,
sensory, and most importantly, civilizational. A disconnect from these
cognitive domains is the root cause of identity crises. Restoring urban
identity requires reconstructing identity from the fundamental unit of
the home upward. Traditional Iranian-Islamic urban planning also
reflects distinctive identity elements. Urban identity is an integral part
of the cultural identity of a Muslim. The study of urban identity should
encompass all its dimensions and focus on existential aspects rather
than arbitrary constructs. A city's existential dimensions enhance its
local, regional, and global potential. This study employs discourse
analysis to identify the dominant discourse shaping Mashhad's identity,
known as the "Razavi Discourse." Through understanding how key
meanings and values are established, historically maintained, and
reproduced, this discourse is examined within the broader themes of
Tawhid (monotheism), Revival of Divine Command, and Civilizational
Compassion.
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