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Rational evidence consistently influences the semantic inter-
pretation of textual sources. Consequently, an awareness of
the historical context in which hadith were issued, as well as
the prevailing social conditions, can provide critical insight
for accurately understanding narrations. Some scholars, em-
phasizing the role of transmission contexts, argue that Sunni
jurisprudential doctrines influenced the formation of Imami
narrations, thereby framing Imami jurisprudence as a deriva-
tive commentary on Sunni jurisprudence. Conversely, others
entirely reject the notion that Sunni thought shaped the inter-
pretation of Shi‘ah traditions.

This study employs an analytical-critical methodology, exam-
ining textual sources and expert opinions to demonstrate that
neither of these two positions is entirely defensible. Histori-
cal evidence, along with the practical approaches of jurists
throughout Islamic legal history—reflecting their established
intellectual traditions—suggests that recourse to Sunni juris-
prudence is necessary only in cases where an Imami narration
is ambiguous or excessively concise, and where such reference
may resolve interpretive difficulties. However, when a narra
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tion possesses an independent and coherent apparent meaning (za@hir), external reference
becomes unnecessary. This perspective is grounded in the principle recognized by ratio-
nal thinkers (‘ugala’) that the mere possibility of an alternative interpretation does not
invalidate the prima facie meaning of a text.
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