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ing to this principle, no event is without a corresponding ruling
in the Shari‘ah. The religious ruling (hukm al-shar 7) is com-
posed of three levels: potentiality (sha niyyah), actualization
(fi liyyah), and enactment (tanjiz). The principle of “Nafi’ Khu-
luw” can be conceived at all three levels.In Usal al-Figh, the
Usiliyiin (scholars of legal principles) rely on this principle as a
basis for reasoning and legal inference in various subjects. How-
ever, in most cases, they treat it as a well-known and accepted
axiom without a detailed examination of its evidence (adillah),
paying little attention to analyzing its theological foundations.
This principle is supported by rational, Qur ‘anic, and narra-
tional evidence. Using a descriptive-analytical method, this
study examines the principle from the perspective of its theo-
logical foundations.
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Among the most important of these are divine knowledge ( i/m) and wisdom (hikmah).
This means that Allah possesses complete knowledge of all events in the universe, and
His wisdom necessitates the establishment of the most comprehensive and perfect legis-
lative (tashri 7) system for the guidance of humanity. The second foundation is the com-
prehensiveness and finality of Islam; accordingly, a religion revealed for all times and all
humanity must provide a ruling for every event and aspect of life. The third foundation
is the dependence of religious rulings on benefits (masalil) and harms (mafasid), as well
as on intrinsic good (husn) and evil (qubh). This means that reason ( ‘agl) has the capac-
ity to discern good and evil, as well as benefits and harms. Since the ruling of reason is
concomitant with the ruling of the shar‘, wherever reason issues a ruling, the shar® must
also have established one.

However, as this study will demonstrate, each of these theological foundations faces ob-
jections and critiques. Their implications for the intended claim suggest that the appli-
cability of the “Nafi’ Khuluw” principle at the level of the potentiality (sha niyyah) of a
religious ruling is neither complete nor fully convincing. Nonetheless, if supported by
robust Qur ‘anic and narrational evidence, this principle can be defended as a complete
and acceptable doctrine.
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