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The ontological status of mines remains a significantly under-
studied aspect of jurisprudential discourse, with most jurists
limiting their analysis to lexical or terminological definitions.
This conceptual ambiguity persists in contemporary legal
frameworks as well.

Through a comprehensive examination of jurisprudential
sources, lexical definitions, and customary understandings
— coupled with an analysis of distinguishing characteristics
between mines and mineral substances — this study identifies
and evaluates four defining features: (A) mineral concentration
meeting specific purity thresholds within a delineated area, (B)
depth from the earth’s surface, (C) substantial economic value,
and (D) distinctness from surrounding soil.

The findings demonstrate that the first two characteristics
(concentration/purity and depth) constitute essential ontolog-
ical pillars of minehood, without which the very concept of a
mine becomes untenable. While economic value (C) serves as
a qualifying attribute — as not all mineral concentrations qual-
ify as mines — extraterrestrial origin (D) proves irrelevant to
both the ontological definition of mines and the classification
of mineral substances.
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Consequently, this study proposes the following jurisprudential definition: “A mine con-
stitutes a subterranean site of concentrated, economically valuable mineral deposits.”
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