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Abstract

To understand the defining characteristics of Islamic civilization, it is
essential to examine the correct faith-based approach to the world.
Regarding the relationship between faith and the world, two distinct
perspectives are primarily prominent: 1- The Purely Instrumental and
Non-Intrinsic Approach: Based on this view, the world has no inherent
value or authenticity. It is merely a tool for achieving eternal salvation.
World-renunciation is embedded within this perspective. 2- The
Intrinsically V  aluable Approach: According to this perspective, the
various manifestations of the world are a fundamental part of the beauty
of creation. The believer is tasked with fully harmonizing with the afterlife
while utilizing their God-given talents and capacities to realize the beauty
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of the world. This approach rejects world-renunciation and affirms a faith-
based engagement with the world. The Theory of Existential Harmony
provides the theoretical foundation for this valuable approach. This
research employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, utilizing the
Theory of Existential Harmony and an analysis of religious texts. The
Theory of Existential Harmony is used to elucidate this perspective, and
religious teachings are employed to support it. The study concludes that in
Islamic civilization, there is no place for either a worldliness that shuns
the afterlife or an otherworldly focus that renounces the world. The key
characteristic of an Islamic civilized society is its engagement with the
world with a faith-based and eschatological orientation.

Keywords
Faith, Civilization, Engagement with the world, World-renunciation,

Worldliness, Theory of Existential Harmony.
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