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Abstract

One of the key elements in identifying any field of knowledge is
recognizing its relationship with neighboring disciplines. This article seeks
to explore and introduce the interconnections between ethics and
psychology. In doing so, the discussion extends beyond the specialized
domain of moral psychology. Among the various branches of the
relationship between ethics and psychology, this study focuses solely on
the epistemic dimensions of the two fields. It examines four axes of moral
psychology: philosophical issues of ethics through the lens of empirical
psychology; the dependence of psychology on moral philosophy; moral
theology and psychology. In the first axis, "moral psychology", we
introduce the main topics and key issues in this area of psychology. In the
second axis, we show how contemporary moral philosophers refer to
empirical studies to validate their philosophical ideas. Under the axis of
"psychology’s dependence on ethics", we explain how psychology, when
dealing with ethical subjects, fundamentally requires philosophical

1. Boosdiki, H., & Alizadeh, M. (2025). Ethics and psychology: Relations and connections. Ethics and
Psychology, 1(1), pp. 91-136. https://doi.org/10.22081/jmp.2025.71131.1002

* Publisher: Idamic Propagation Office of the Seminary of Qom (ISamic Sciences and Culture Academy,
Qom, Iran). *Type of article: Specialized Article
[® Received: 2025/02/17eRevised: 2025/04/09e Accepted: 2025/04/18ePublished online: 2025/08/04

9 O


mailto:h.boosaliki@isca.ac.ir;
mailto:m.alizadeh@isca.ac.ir
https://doi.org/

discussions, without which its empirical studies lack sufficient validity. In
the final axis, "moral theology and psychology", we present the interactions
between moral theology and psychology in two parts: a) the clarifications
and insights that moral theology offers regarding psychological topics and
issues, and b) the impact of psychology in deepening moral theology. In the
first part, theological hypotheses and explanations for psychological-moral
issues are addressed. In the second part, it is shown how empirical
psychological studies can deepen the understanding of religious texts or
provide moral theologians with enhanced explanatory capacity.
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