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How Reliable Are Manuscript Anthologies (jungs)?
Raziyeh Abadiyan

Abstract: Jungs (manuscript anthologies) and other old miscellanies are invaluable sources in literary research and
the process of critical editing (tashib) of texts. Many scattered poems and writings have been preserved within these
works, and at times they provide unique copies of ancient texts. However, placing excessive trust in such sources
without scrutinizing their accuracy and authenticity can lead to distortions of the original text. Jungs are typically
the result of private compilations and may contain errors, subjective interventions, or alterations by copyists or
compilers. Therefore, it is essential to approach jungs and similar old collections with careful attention and caution,
treating them primarily as auxiliary sources. Only through such an approach can one approximate the original text
and safeguard the scholarly integrity of the edition.

Keywords: critical editing (tashib), jung, bayad, safina, collection.
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