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A Series of Theoretical Explorations on Literary History Based on the Views of René¢ Wellek (1)
Omid Tabibzadeh

Abstract: René Wellek (1903-1995), a distinguished literary scholar and linguist, was originally Austrian but began and
completed his university studies in Prague. In 1939, following the Nazi occupation of Prague, he emigrated to England and then
to the United States. A student of the Prague structuralist school, he succeeded in synthesizing his ideas with the principles of
the New Critical formalist approach in America, ushering in a new era of literary studies worldwide. One of his most important
works is Theory of Literature (1948), co-authored with the American critic Austin Warren (1899-1986). Fortunately, this book
has been translated into Persian with both precision and scholarly care, and it stands as one of the most significant and influential
works in literary research—serving, from its first publication to the present day, as a theoretical guide for a wide range of scholars
in literary criticism, literary history, and comparative literature across the globe. Although many of Wellek's works have been
translated into Persian, traces of his ideas are scarcely visible in Persian-language works, whether in books and articles on literary
criticism, literary history, and comparative literature, or even in master’s theses and doctoral dissertations in these fields. This is
certainly not due to the quality of the Persian translations, as the translators were generally competent scholars well-acquainted
with Wellek’s thought, producing accurate renditions. Rather, the problem lies primarily in the complexity and conciseness of
WelleK’s prose, coupled with his numerous unelaborated references to older or contemporary subjects and sources. These features
often quickly tire the reader and discourage further study. In this series of articles, I aim to introduce, critique, and examine René
Wellek’s views on literary history. This series consists of three main parts, each comprising two to several different chapters. In
the first part, drawing on various works by Wellek and supported by examples from Persian literature, I present his theory of
literary history. The second part discusses critiques written of his views, and finally, the third part offers critical analyses of selected
studies on the history of Persian literature in light of Wellek’s theories.

Keywords: René¢ Wellek, literary history, history of Persian literature.
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1. Rene Wellek, The Rise of English Literary History, Chapel Hill, The University of North Carolina Press, 1941.

2. A “History of English Literary History”
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Wendell V. Harris, “What is literary History”, in: College English, Vol. 56, No. 4, (Apr., 1994), pp. 434-451.
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3. Latin: historia litteraria
4. William Cave
5. Latin: Scriptorum Ecclesiasticorum Historia Literaria
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1. History of learning
2. Henry Hallam
3. Introduction to the Fifteenth, Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries (1837-39)
Jbﬁﬁ.ﬁ O 5315 (luns & Teutonic . ¥
5. Boekh
6. Carlyle
3 4S (Historic Survey of German Poetry) S\l ps 3uis sy SUS 5 2msys y5ks (al._.l:v) Al s a0y
O PRRRLIPRU Y CIVE
Miscellanies (Centenary ed., New York, 1899), II, 342-42
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9. W. J. Courthope
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1. Henry Morely, English Writers: The Writers before Chaucer (London, 1864), Preface; W. J. Courthope, 4
History of English Poetry (London, 1895), I, xv.
2. Edwin Greenlaw
3. Province of Literary History,
e dslesl W5
Baltimore, 1931. Johns Hopkins Monographs in Literary History, L.
4. belles lettres
S dsle g sp gm0
6. Positivism
7. Hippolyte Taine
8. race, milieu and moment
9. moment
10. Causal
11. Genetic
12. Temporal conceptions

el 23l 151 Ololae S5 b Laeeslsy Yono| jglata

YA

YAY | Giangis disl
Yoyleis | V5 Ul

\Fof 45 9 3ls,>



Y4

¥o,led | V5 Lo

) O gV PIKyeS

(1) S5 2y T by el gyl ol 53 (b5 Lol | llie

Odd o8> 45 e (g39y5 ol j5 ya tas ol aS ' S S w38 e odusls
JETIOUR S JN- 35| TV O G 53 d;\@)lsﬁ Loy 4SS o @J...a.?w%S‘g.LgQ)j.w
2S1 ,[‘]«;j_.zda A5 T e 5 s ol 45(.::‘_“» LBl ela Il wlw
Ll (3l ax 5 oSl ) dile 1l elazarl 4 o, TS (la s,

.J\JJ‘JS (ls:JL:fJ‘ @)U)))’\ dﬂ:@; u:)\ lshJ.A)')J y\:)b cdj&)bj g}:"j) Jole

J—ol b 0 0l e 48 as s (ol F0L 3l Gdodar AL a3 03 Al o
(o g aS 3,8 sb oS ka3l 055 (ol 53 sl Tig 8 S, b 5 (218 o
s 5ol Slns 35 51 Al slay s sllas S 3 b o (S 3l il Bes
2 b Sl 5 O30S pladl sy Jos 858 4SS L b dySo b il wlbas
oerple 3 L o8 olra o 05, sl 5 03,8 gl 51k oty a3 IS Laael
PETSS A0 pseion oy S S 515 il T3 poghon Ol e S
P03 oLl aS el K03 oS oo (S5 g5l ol 42 55 Lo oS sl onlly ol &
P Yslayns (shls cogline slaaygs Seplap Y 5 AisS o 5 038 i Uinos oy
(P o soehs Lalllan 4 33 L oledl 3 01,05 5 MaSyle diean Ly laze
0 preha g ey 5 A s s oados 0 Sl s Tagd (6 Sl sl
Al s UJ—~” 395 ool S8 53 (68 Fusl s Ll bl (g5l ol T o

N ENEHCHW RN PR P25 O
ol 033781 S 6yl 4s 4y ol 55 oodomzs VL 4 s b s jsboy (65 S
s iy S o ey 0151358 o3 ST s s b e (23] 0Ly

1. Sir Sidney Lee

2. The place of English Literature in the Modern University (London, 1913), reprinted in Elizabethan and other
Essays (London 1929), p. 7.
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4. Historicism

5. Objectivity

6. Historical sense

7. Individualities

8. Meinecke

9. “national” spirit
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1. Hardin Craig
2. Anachronistic
3. Literary Study and the Scholarly Profession (Seattle, Wash., 1944), p. 70. Cf. also:
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4. E. E. Stoll
5. E.g., in Lily Campbell, Shakespeare’s Tragic Heroes: Slaves of Passion (Cambridge, 1930); Oscar J. Campbell,
“What is the Matter with Hamlet”, Yale Review, XXXII (1942), 309-22.
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“Jaques, and the Antiquaries” in From Shakespeare to Joyce, PP. 138-45.
6. E.g. Poets and Playwrights (Minneapolis, 1930), p. 217; From Shakespeare to Joyce (Garden City, N.Y., 1944),
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7. Ramean Logic:
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8. “Imagery and Logic: Ramus and Metaphysical Poetics”, Journal of the History of Ideas, IIT (1942), 365-400.
9. Fredrick Pottle
10. Idiom of Poetry
11. Tthaca, N.Y., 1941.
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3. Sir Herbert Grierson

4. A Critical History of English Poetry
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2. History of ideas in dilution
3. The Great Chain of Being (Cambridge, Mass., 1936), p. iv.
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3. Pope
4. Wordsworth
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“The Mode of Existence of a Literary work of Art,” Southern Review, VII (1942), 735-54. See also W. K.

Wimsatt, Jr., and M. C. Beardsley, “Intention,” in Dictionary of World Literature, ed. Joseph E. Shipley

(New York, 1944), pp. 326-29, and “The International Fallacy,” Sewanee Review, LIV (1946), 468-88.

2. See Louis Teeter, “Scholarship and the Art of Criticism,” ELH, V (1938), 173-194; Harold Cherniss, “The
Biographical Fashion in Literary Criticism,” University of California Publication in Classical Philology, XII
(1943), 279-92. E.g.:
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4. “Correspondence” in answer to F. R. Leavis’s criticism of Bateson’s English Poetry and the English Language

in Scrutiny, IV (1935), 181.
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1. Facts

2. Beaumont

3. Fletcher

4. Derivative critics

5. R. F. Collingwood

6. The Principle of Art (Oxford, 1938), p. 4.
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1. Norman Forester

2. The American Scholar (Chapel Hill, N.C., 1929).





