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Abstract

The mosque, as a symbol of Islam and a manifestation of the identity of
Iranian-Islamic cities, is not only a place of worship but also a stronghold
for promoting Islam, defending religious beliefs, and fostering human
development. The present study aims to explain the role of mosques in the

1. Dowlatyarian, K., Yazdani, M. H., Ghafari Gilandeh, A., & Nazmfar, H. (2025). The role of mosques
as public-cultural spaces in promoting social sustainability in Islamic cities based on thematic
analysis (Case study: Khorramabad). Islam and Social Studies, 13(48), pp. 218-266.
https://doi.org/10.22081/jiss.2025.69760.2100

* Publisher: Islamic Propagation Office of the Seminary of Qom (Islamic Sciences and Culture
Academy, Qom, Iran). * Type of article: Research Article

[ Received: 2024/08/27 eRevised: 2025/04/10eAccepted: 2025/08/02e Published online; 2025/08/07

© The Authors

WWW.jiss.isca.ac.ir


Orcid: 0000-0002-2268-789X
Orcid: 0000-0001-8088-6910
Orcid: 0000-0002-8145-4818
Orcid: 0000-0002-5958-5256

—
—
-3

e bl (g sl STl 0 K i soger WLab lgacds aolue i GGl @UIN

social sustainability of Khorramabad. The research adopts a qualitative
approach based on thematic analysis. The statistical population consists of
religious scholars and urban planning experts. The sampling method was
purposive (snowball sampling). The main tool for data collection was
semi-structured interviews, and the ATLAS.ti software was used for data
coding and processing. The results indicate that mosques, as central
elements of Islamic cities, can foster social sustainability in Khorramabad
if supported by comprehensive planning. The study also revealed challenges
such as budget shortages, weak mosque boards, one-dimensional
perspectives on mosques, traditional programming, and poor management,
which have contributed to citizens' limited engagement with mosques.
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Public-cultural spaces, social sustainability, mosques, thematic analysis,
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