Hawzah culture and social studies

Vol.9, No.1, Issuel7, 2025 ISSN: 2588-7017

Intercultural Wisdom: Reconstructing
Intercultural Communication Theory Based on
the Narrative Model in Saadi’s Golestan

Seyyed MohammadAli Ghamami

Assistant Professor, Department of Cultural Studies and Communication, Faculty of Culture and
Social and Behavioral Sciences, Bagir al-Olum University, Qom, Iran. s.ghamami@gmail.com

Abstract

This study critiques existing models of cultural management and control, which attempt to
impose a specific cultural framework on society solely through policy documents and top-down
directives. Instead, it proposes an intercultural approach rooted in literature and narrative to foster
cultural development—one that avoids relativism while acknowledging cultural differences. As
acknowledged by leading cultural thinkers, Persian-Islamic literature is a pioneer in intercultural
wisdom. Saadi’s Golestan (The Rose Garden) is a masterpiece of intercultural discourse,
transcending time, space, and language to integrate theory and practice into a unified philosophy of
life. The central question is: How has Saadi crafted a message that remains relevant to global
audiences nearly eight centuries later? After highlighting Golestan’s intercultural dimensions and its
far-reaching influence (extending even into modern Europe), this study employs analytical methods
to examine the structure of Golestan and its individual narratives, identifying three layers—reality,
allegory (tamsil), and value. The eight chapters of Golestan categorize fundamental commonalities
among cultures through dualities such as “Conduct of Kings — Ethics of Dervishes,” “Education-
Contentment,” “Speech-Silence,” and “Old Age-Youth,” which correspond to contemporary cultural
studies categories of power, wealth, language, and beauty. The key intercultural element in Saadi’s
narratives is the convergence of “reality” and “values” through “allegory.” His tales blend vivid
depictions of real-life experiences with prescriptions of human-divine values, sweetened by
allegorical storytelling. Saadi employs prose to depict realities, while shifting toward verse (hazm) as
he approaches values. These findings are conceptualized into a model of intercultural insight within
Persian-Islamic literature—a framework that offers significant potential for dialogue between
Iranian-Muslim societies, the Islamic world, and beyond.
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1. In: Gemeinschaft they stay together in spite of everything that separates them; in Gesellschaft they remain
separate in spite of everything that unites them

2. anxiety uncertainty management (AUM)
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