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This study explores the place of ethics in Islamic politics from the
perspective of Martyr Ayatollah Sayyid Muhammad Bagqir Sadr, one of
the most prominent contemporary Islamic thinkers. He believed that
ethics is not merely a complement to politics, but rather the very spirit
and foundation of its survival. Al-Sadr emphasized that Islamic law is
intrinsically and inseparably linked with politics—a connection that
transforms moral values into instruments for achieving justice and
serving the public good. By examining Sadr’s works, this study
portrays a vision of the Islamic state built upon firm moral
foundations: a government regarded as a divine trust, where power is
seen as a means to realize the common good, justice, and equality.
According to him, values such as justice and integrity are not only
religious virtues but also essential pillars for the endurance and
cohesion of society. He also warned against the dangers of corruption
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that arise from the removal of ethics from political life, arguing that
neglecting such values leads to the erosion of public trust, the collapse
of institutions, and the spread of chaos. From Sadr’s perspective,
politics only finds proper order and direction when founded upon
moral principles—principles that uphold human dignity, ensure the
flourishing of society, and guarantee the continuation of sound and
righteous governance.
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