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The methodology of the sciences has received considerable
attention in the contemporary period. In order to identify the
operative methods of any given discipline, it is first neces-
sary to examine the methodological frameworks adopted by
its leading scholars. Sayyid al-Murtada ‘Alam al-Huda, as the
earliest Shi‘T scholar of Usil al-Figh from whom a compre-
hensive and independent treatise on the subject has survived,
developed a distinctive methodological approach to the for-
mulation and resolution of Usilt questions. The present study
seeks to reconstruct and clarify this approach through a close
reading of his Usall writings and a systematic analysis of his
argumentative strategies.

The findings of this study, presented here for the first time in a
structured manner, indicate the following:

1. Sayyid al-Murtada adopted two principal approaches
in Ustl al-Figh: a rational approach and a comparative ap-
proach.

2. In light of a genealogical analysis of Ustli questions, he
also employed additional methods, including linguistic, cus-
tomary ( ‘urfi), rational in the sense of common rational prac-
tice (‘ugala’1), and hybrid approaches.
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In addressing Ustli problems, he generally proceeded through three principal stages:
articulating the problem, determining its precise formulation, and adducing supporting
evidence.

3. In his presentation of Ustli discussions, he observed four central considerations:
restricting his analysis to strictly Usali topics while avoiding issues belonging to other
disciplines; maintaining a coherent, logical, and rigorously argued structure; exercising
moderation in the scope and extent of discussion; and adopting an applied and compar-
ative mode of exposition.
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