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Rapid developments in modern technologies, particularly ar-
tificial intelligence (AI) and smart contracts, have generated
new challenges for contemporary legal and jurisprudential
systems. Among the most significant of these challenges is the
applicability of traditional legal concepts grounded in human
volition—such as establishment (ja 7) and the exercise of con-
ditional rights (khiyar al-sharfy—within the context of artifi-
cial intelligence. According to the consensus (ijma ‘) of Shi‘l
jurists and Article 399 of the Civil Code of Iran, the establish-
ment of a right of option in favour of a third party is legally val-
id. artificial intelligence, as a contemporary instance of a “third
party,” plays an increasingly prominent role in smart contracts
through data processing and the automation of transactions.

The principal question addressed in this study is whether the

establishment of a right of option for artificial intelligence, as
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a third party, is legally and jurisprudentially valid. Employing a descriptive—analytical
method, the study examines the legal personality of artificial intelligence, the role of in-
tention and will in juridical acts, and the juridical nature of acceptance (qabiil) in contract
formation.

The findings suggest that artificial intelligence, when purposefully designed and institu-
tionally structured, may be regarded as possessing a limited juridical personality. More-
over, on the basis of theories of intelligence-centred systems, such systems may be under-
stood as capable of operationalizing the requisite intention and will for certain legal acts,
including the exercise of a right of option. In this framework, human intention and will
function as the higher-order source through which the system’s legal acts are manifested.
Furthermore, the position adopted by jurists who define acceptance (qabiil) as the expres-
sion of consent supports the possibility of contract formation and the exercise of condi-
tional rights by artificial intelligence. Accordingly, the establishment of a right of option
in favour of artificial intelligence in smart transactions, through the design of appropriate
algorithms, may be regarded as legally and jurisprudentially valid within the Iranian legal
system.
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