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The presence of Meccan emigrants (Muhajirun) in Medina, following
the Prophet’s migration to this city, brought about a range of issues
that occasionally posed challenges for the newly established Islamic
community. The central question of this study is: what problems arose
from the settlement of Meccan emigrants in Medina, and how did the
Prophet address these challenges? To answer this, early historical
sources are consulted to identify and categorize the issues, which are
then described, synthesized, and analyzed to explain the Prophet’s
responses. The findings indicate that, in the economic sphere, housing
shortages, poverty, and unemployment were prominent. The Prophet
countered these problems by establishing the pact of brotherhood,
arranging housing for emigrants within the homes of the Ansar, and
granting uncultivated lands to the emigrants. Culturally, tribal
partisanship and marital difficulties emerged as challenges, which the
Prophet sought to resolve through the revelation of Qur’anic verses
and practical measures. Socially, the primary concern was potential

1. Assistant Professor at the Higher Institute of Islamic Sciences and Culture, Qom, Iran.
H.gazikhani@isca.ac.ir

* Qazi Khani, Hossein. (2023). The Prophet and the Challenges of Meccan Emigrants in Medina. Al-
Fikr al-Siyasi al-Islami, 3(1), pp. 91-112.
https://doi.org/10.22081/ipt.2025.73041.1038

© The author(s); Type of article: Research Article

http://ipt.isca.ac.ir
Publisher: Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy


http://ipt.isca.ac.ir/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3082-6586

disputes, which he addressed by instituting the pact of brotherhood
and concluding the Constitution of Medina to foster social cohesion
between the emigrants and the Ansar. Politically, he worked to prevent
rivalry and discord from arising within the community.
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The era of Imam Sajjad’s (A) imamate was marked by severe
oppression, during which the life of the Imam (A), his Shia followers,
and even the survival of Shi‘ism faced serious danger. Through the
practice of tagiyya (precautionary dissimulation), Imam Sajjad (A)
succeeded in preserving both his own life and that of the Shia
community while safeguarding and spreading the teachings of Shi‘ism
in those perilous circumstances. By avoiding political conflicts, concealing
his theological beliefs, and maintaining discreet communication with
his followers away from the threat of persecution, the Imam (A) was
able to achieve his goal. The hypothesis of this study is that Imam
Sajjad (A), by employing political taqiyya, successfully led Shi‘ism
through this fearful period unscathed. Drawing upon reports from
early historical sources and using a descriptive—analytical method, this
article seeks to explain and answer the question of why Imam Sajjad
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(A) adopted tagiyya. The finding demonstrates how the Imam
protected both his own life and the continuity of Shi‘ism through the
strategy of political tagiyya.

Keywords
Imam Sajjad (A), political tagiyya, Umayyad government, Shi‘ism.
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