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One of the most significant points of contention in i/m al-ri-
jal concerns the validity of ahadith al-mursal (reports with an
incomplete chain of transmission) and the extent to which one
may rely on the testimony (shahddah) of Shaykh al-TasT re-
garding the reliability of certain transmitters. Statements such
as “They do not narrate or transmit except from a trustworthy
and reliable person” have long been debated. A number of
Usali scholars, including Ayatulldh al-Khd'7, maintain that a
general principle cannot be invoked in the presence of doubt
concerning specific cases.

Shahid al-Sadr, drawing upon his distinctive epistemologi-
cal framework and his development of a logic of probability
(ihtimal), proposed an alternative approach to addressing this
problem. By articulating a theory of probability calculus and
applying it to the ahadith al-mursal of Ibn AbT ‘Umayr, he ar-
gues that the likelihood of an omitted weak transmitter within
the chain of transmission is negligible. On this basis, he con-
tends that the validity of such mursal reports may be affirmed.
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The present study outlines the epistemological foundations of Shahid al-Sadr’s approach,
explains his application of probability calculus to the validation of ahadith al-mursal,
and critically examines the principal objections raised against it. The findings indicate
that, notwithstanding certain theoretical and methodological challenges, Shahid al-
Sadr’s method represents one of the most innovative contributions to the validation of
ahadith al-mursal and to methodological development in the principles of ‘ilm al-rijal and
probability of logical reasoning.
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