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2 Abstract

“In the era of the Major Occultation—one of the most sensitive and
decisive periods in the history of Shiism—the awaiting community
faces four major crises: the crisis of belief and knowledge, the social
and identity crisis, the moral and cultural crisis, and the political and
leadership crisis. In such circumstances, the divine traditions,
understood as God’s fixed, universal, and wise laws articulated in the
Qur’anic verses, play a pivotal role in managing these crises. These
traditions include guidance, trial and purification, gradual enticement
(istidraj), divine support, succession, and the ultimate victory of truth.
Using a descriptive—analytical method based on library sources—
especially Shia Qur’anic exegesis—this article examines each of these
divine traditions as a divine strategy with diverse functions, such as
raising awareness, filtering and purifying the community, fostering
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resistance and active hope, strengthening collective identity and social
cohesion, and fortifying individual and communal resolve. These
traditions prevent collapse, despair, and passivity, guiding the Shia
community toward active waiting, civilizational dynamism, and
preparedness to support the Promised Imam.

The analysis reveals that these traditions not only protect the
community from dissolution and helplessness in the face of successive
crises, but also transform crises into educational, spiritual, and
civilizational opportunities that reinforce the front of truth. Based on
this, understanding and explaining the divine traditions becomes a
fundamental necessity for preserving the identity of the awaiting
community and fulfilling its historical mission in the era of
Occultation.

Keywords
Era of the Major Occultation, divine traditions, crises of the Occultation,

crisis management, active waiting, the awaiting community.
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