[ ¥ Mahdavi Society =i
gg} culture Academy g},:g
KR —

Conceptual and Functional Typology of Cyberspace in
Preparing the Ground for Mahdism

Mohammadali Shokoohian Rad1 Kazim Fouladi Ghaleh2

Received: 2025/04/25e Revised: 2025/06/22 ® Accepted: 2025/07/27 @ Available Online: 2025/09/01

2 Abstract

The advent of the Promised Savior, Imam Mahdji, is contingent upon
the realization of certain factors known as the components that
prepare the ground for Mahdism. All such components require
explanation and propagation so that different nations may become
familiar with the discourse of Mahdism and the lofty goal of the
Promised Savior, allowing the aspiration for his advent to gradually
take root in their hearts. Although these components remain constant
across eras and historical periods, the requirements for realizing them
depend on the conditions of the time. In the present age, which is
deeply influenced by the expansion and intensification of cyberspace
in the daily life of individuals, a new ecosystem has emerged—one

1. Senior Researcher, Cyber Space Research Laboratory, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran
(Corresponding Author).
cm@shokoohian.ir

2. Assistant Professor, Department of Computer Engineering, Faculty of Engineering, Farabi Campus,
University of Tehran, Qom, Iran.
kfouladi@ut.ac.ir

* Shokoohian Rad, M. A., & Fouladi Ghaleh, K. (2025). Conceptual and Functional Typology of
Cyberspace in Preparing the Ground for Mahdism. Mahdavi Society, 6(1), pp. 222-251.
https://doi.org/10.22081/jm.2025.72734.1121

[ Type of article: Research Article = Publisher: Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy

© 2025

authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights

jm.isca.ac.ir


https://orcid.org/0009-0000-1110-7987
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4429-8721

—
-
1

Cagign (65 yim 3yl 6LaS 60,515 g seplo (owludiumd Cgfé’af:(&'

shaped by information-based existence. Therefore, clarifying the
opportunities and threats of cyberspace, both in its essential
(ontological) dimension and its functional dimension, is necessary for
preparing the ground for fulfilling the ideals of Mahdism. Accordingly,
this study employs library research for data collection and a
qualitative—descriptive approach for data analysis. In the functional
dimension, the findings indicate that the current global cyber
infrastructure—due to content-policy structures influenced by the
opposing front—has shifted away from neutrality and, in practice,
operates unilaterally against the discourse of Mahdism. For this
reason, cyberspace should be used as an extension of in-person
explanatory and missionary activities so that if content is censored or
removed, the core efforts of promoting the discourse of Mahdism
remain uninterrupted. In the essential (ontological) dimension, the
analysis shows that contemporary cyberspace presents two
opportunities and one threat for the process of preparing the ground
for Mahdism. The opportunities include: (1) familiarizing humanity
with information-based social and civilizational construction grounded
in the induction of understanding, and (2) enabling acceptance of the
possibility of establishing a unified global governance. The threat,
however, is the numbing of human interpretive capacity and
independent analytical ability in the cyber-immersed individual, making
the task of explanation more challenging than in the pre-cyber era.
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