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An Endowment Deed from the Final Days of Sheilk Baha’t’s Life
Mohammad-Hossein Hakim

Abstract: The mausoleum of Shaykh Safi al-Din Ardabili was always held in special esteem by the Safavid
monarchs, and for this reason it also attracted the attention of government and military officials who dedicated
considerable properties to it as waqf. Among these endowments was a Qur'an donated by Aba al-Qasem Beg
Eyvaghli Shamla, a statesman of the reign of Shah ‘Abbas I (r. 996-1038 A.H./1588-1629 C.E.), which he endowed
to the shrine in the first decade of Rajab 1030 A.H. Although this Qur’an has been introduced on several occasions
and parts of it have even been published, none of these studies identified the author of its waqf-nama. This article
demonstrates that the wagf deed of this Qur'an was composed and written in the hand of Shaykh Baha’t (d. 1030
A.H.), the renowned scholar of the Safavid period.

Keywords: Sheikh Bahai; wagf-nama (endowment deed); Safavid period; Shaykh Safi al-Din Ardabili.
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1. The Safavid Dynastic Shrine: Architecture, Religion, and Power in Early Modern Iran, p. 70.

2. Ibid, pp. 133, 204.

3. Shab ‘Abbas: The Remaking of Iran, p 180.

4. Slaves of the Shab: New Elites of Safavid Iran, pp. 122-138; Shah 'Abbas: The Remaking of Iran, pp. 140,
147, 150-151.
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Shah Abbas: The Remaking of Iran, Sheila R. Canby, London, British Museum Press, 2009.
Slaves of the Shab: New Elites of Safavid Iran, Sussan Babaie, Kathryn Babayan, Ina Baghdiantz-
McCabe, and Massumeh Farhad, London; New York, I.B. Tauris, 2004.
The Safavid Dynastic Shrine: Architecture, Religion, and Power in Early Modern Iran, Kishwar Rizvi,
London, I.B. Tauris, 2011.
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