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Abstract

This study aims to reexamine Quran 2:233 (“la tudarr walidatu
biwaladiha...”) by presenting the first integrated linguistic, exegetical, and
jurisprudential analysis of the verse and by offering a fundamental
critique of its pedagogical examination. It demonstrates that such a
reading rests on a semantic rupture from the verse’s primary implications.
Some contemporary jurisprudential works understand this clause as a
prohibition against parental educational harm to the child, considering
“neglecting upbringing” as the principal instance of idgrar. The present
research clarifies the invalidity of this attribution in five areas: 1. In the
script form of “la tudarr”, there is no graphical distinction between the
active and passive voice. 2. The sentence is structurally declarative and
does not indicate the enactment of a legal obligation. 3. The harm (darar)
in the verse pertains specifically to “the wage of suckling,” and extending it
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to the realm of upbringing faces several issues, including morphological
constraints, the inapplicability of darar to purely negative acts, and the
incompleteness of the evidence for expansion. 4. Although the statement
is declarative, the legal addressee is the father. 5. The subject of the ruling
concerns the mother’s demand for compensation for suckling.

Accordingly, interpreting the verse within the framework of
prohibition of financial harm aligns more closely with the context and
semantic indications of the verse. This study employs a descriptive—
analytical method, utilizing an ijtihad-based approach for deriving the
legal ruling and conceptual analysis for examining the semantic
implications of key terms. Based on the findings, the phrase (“la tudarr
walidatun biwaladiha...”) in fact addresses the resolution of financial
conflicts between parents concerning the wage of suckling, not the child’s
care or upbringing.

Keywords
mudarrah, suckling (riga®), linguistic analysis, Qur’an 2:233, subject of the
ruling, financial harm, family jurisprudence.

Extended Abstract

This study aims to reexamine verse 233 of Surah al-Baqarah (“La tudarru
walidatun bi-waladiha ...”) by presenting the first integrated linguistic,
exegetical, and jurisprudential analysis of the verse. It offers a
fundamental critique of the pedagogical examination of the verse and
demonstrates that such an interpretation is based on a semantic rupture
from the primary indications of the text. Verse 233 of Surah al-Baqarah is
one of the key Qur'anic verses related to the discussion of infant suckling,
and exegetes and jurists have offered diverse opinions regarding its
meaning. In a number of contemporary jurisprudential works, the phrase
“La tudarru walidatun bi-waladiha ...” has been interpreted as a
prohibition against harming the child, and the neglect of upbringing—
whether doctrinal, moral, or behavioral—has been identified as its primary
instance. According to this view, the verse is understood as prohibiting
parents from causing pedagogical harm to the child. However, such an
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examination requires serious reconsideration. A conceptual analysis of the
term mugdarrat as a verbal noun of the mufa‘ala form, and an
examination of the ruling, its object, its addressee, and its subject, reveal a
clear semantic mismatch between this interpretation and the linguistic
and jurisprudential implications of the verse. Using an integrated
methodological approach drawing from linguistics, Qur'anic exegesis, and
jurisprudence, this study analyzes the semantic range of mudarrat,
alongside the syntactic structure and contextual features of the verse, to
demonstrate that the theory of “neglect of upbringing as the primary
instance of harm” is inconsistent with the intended meaning of the verse.
Accordingly, the article is structured around five thematic axes:

1. Analyzing the particle “la” (prohibitive or negating) and examining
the structure of “la tugarr” in terms of its active or passive voice, as
well as its transitivity;

2. Explaining the declarative nature of the sentence and its lack of
indication of a binding legal ruling;

3. Analyzing the object of the ruling, establishing it as harm resulting
from the violation of pre-established financial rights in the context
of suckling—or as a contextual governance of the “la tudarr”
principle over primary proofs obligating the father to hand over the
child and pay compensation—rather than anything related to the
pedagogical welfare of the child;

4. Identifying the addressee of the ruling as the father;

5. Clarifying the subject of the ruling as the mother’s financial claim in
return for the act of suckling, not matters related to the child.

The central research question is: Does the phrase “La tudarru
walidatun bi-waladiha” pertain solely to the financial relations between
spouses concerning suckling payment, or does it also extend to the realm
of child upbringing?

This study employs a descriptive-analytic method, while the analytical
and inferential sections draw on the juristic method for extracting legal
rulings and conceptual analysis for examining the semantics of key terms.
The findings offer a new explanation of the common examination of the
phrase “La tudarru walidatun bi-waladiha ...” and highlight the need to
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reinterpret Qur'anic social verses with an emphasis on linguistic and
contextual analysis. Such an approach can prevent misguided pedagogical
interpretations and expectations that exceed the verse’s intended scope.
By applying the four-part analytical model of legal rulings (ruling, object,
addressee, subject), this research opens new horizons for a more precise
understanding of the Qur'an’s social and pedagogical verses and
contributes to refining jurisprudential and judicial readings concerning
suckling payment (ujrat al-ridga‘). Based on the study’s findings, the
phrase “La tudarru walidatun bi-waladiha ...” in fact refers to the
resolution of financial disputes between parents regarding suckling
compensation, not to the administration or upbringing of the child.
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