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Abstract

The sexual and gender-based security of women represents a paramount and costly security
concern for contemporary governments, one that has frequently produced diminishing returns
despite significant investments. A critical factor contributing to the divergence in approaches,
methodologies, and solutions aimed at ensuring both security and the perception of security is
the pivotal role of gender and its distinctions in this domain. Conventional frameworks frequently
assume that the "feeling of security” is a uniform experience across genders. However, this
assumption overlooks the societal realities of gender differences and segregation. From a feminist
perspective, such an oversight inevitably results in women being disproportionately vulnerable.
Given the indispensable role women play in the family and the broader socio-economic fabric of
society, men will also gradually face numerous challenges. This study, therefore, seeks to investigate
the fundamental question: What policies and mechanisms has Islam established within the
framework of family law to ensure sexual and gender security? This research employs a qualitative
methodology grounded in a descriptive-analytical approach. Data were collected through a
meticulous study and analysis of extensive library resources, including primary Islamic sources and
secondary scholarly works in jurisprudence (Figh). The process involved describing, classifying, and
critically analyzing the relevant religious decrees (Ahkam) related to family structure and gender
relations in order to extrapolate the underlying security policies and strategies. The analysis reveals
that within the Islamic legal system (Shari‘ah), men and women are not positioned equally regarding
the provision and experience of security. Gender is established as a fundamental and decisive factor
in regulations related to the sustenance system (Nizam al-Ma'ishah) and security provision. This
gender-sensitive approach is manifest in various jurisprudential injunctions, such as the obligation of
financial provision (Nafagah) placed upon men and the exemption of women from this duty
(ensuring economic security); the prohibition of unregulated mixing between men and women
(Ikhtilat) (ensuring sexual and emotional security); and the requirement that a judge be male
(ensuring psychological security), among others.

These strategies, derived from various chapters of Islamic jurisprudence, can be categorized into
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two primary groups.

Strategies for Ensuring Sexual Security include:

- The strategy of 'Restraint and Prevention' which emphasizes controlling one's gaze and
managing sexual desires.

- The strategy of 'Provision, Health, and Chastity' for spouses which outlines the mutual rights
and responsibilities within a marital relationship.

This category begins with encouragement to control sexual instincts and prevent deviance,
continues by explaining the necessity of mutual sexual fulfillment (Tamkin) while ensuring the
health of sexual relations and protecting women's sexual rights, and concludes by defining the
boundaries and modalities of interaction between non-mahram men and women in society.

This includes observing modesty in dress (Hijab), avoiding ostentatious displays (Khod Namaii),
shunning obscenity, and generally refraining from any actions that may create a context for sexual
provocation or excitation within the community.

Keywords: Sexual security, Gender security, Women's rights, Family laws, Marital relations.
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