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Abstract

Security and the relative sense of freedom from danger play a foundational and essential role in
human life, resulting in both physical and psychological security and tranquility. In this context, the
family, as the primary social institution, holds a pivotal role in establishing and enhancing the
security of human society. Among the most important programs in Islam for preserving the sanctity,
dynamism, and security of the family are the exhortations and recommendations to marry, the
encouragement of couples to have children, and the nurturing of pure and righteous offspring. The
primary objective of this research is to increase women's awareness of the prescriptive religious
rulings concerning deliberate abortion. In contemporary societies, changes in family structure and
a declining birth rate are viewed as threats to family stability and societal security. This issue is
particularly significant because, despite the importance of the sanctity of life in Islam and the
presence of religious prohibitions and legal restrictions against deliberate abortion, the reality in
Iranian society shows that the rate of intentional abortion is increasing. Given that this phenomenon
has serious consequences, jeopardizing the physical and psychological health and security of
women, families, and society, the evidence and prescriptive rulings regarding deliberate abortion
have been thoroughly examined. The present article employs a descriptive-analytical method to
examine the evidence supporting the prohibition of abortion and the associated religious rulings.
Based on conducted research and empirical studies, there is a consistently observed strong
correlation between the intensity of individuals' religious beliefs and their tendency to refrain
from performing deliberate abortions. These findings suggest that a deeper spiritual conviction
significantly influences this critical ethical decision. Therefore, raising comprehensive awareness
and systematically improving families' understanding—particularly that of women—regarding
definitive religious rulings and ethical guidelines on abortion plays a significant and impactful
role in preventing its occurrence within the community. Based on the research findings, the
general perspective of Shiite jurisprudence—derived from Quranic verses, narrations, and rational
evidence—is the impermissibility or prohibition of abortion at all stages of fetal development, both
before and after ensoulment. The only distinction made between the period before ensoulment and
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after ensoulment is that, before four months and ensoulment, some jurists permit abortion in specific
cases based on certain secondary considerations. In contrast, after four months and ensoulment,
abortion is absolutely forbidden.
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