Qur’anic Researches A Peer Reviewed Quarterly Journal

Vol.30, No.4, Winter 2026, Issue 117

Critical Capacity Analysis of the Translator's Additions in Contemporary

Interpretation of the Holy Qur'an
Bagqir Riahi Mehr!

Abstract

The book, The Study Quran, by Dr. Seyyed Hossein Nasr and colleagues is
among the most prominent contemporary commentary works that was
published in English in 2015 and achieved a distinguished status in Western
Islamic Studies circles in a short time. The Persian translation of this work,
Tafsir-i Mu‘Gsirana-yi Qur'an-i Karim (Contemporary Interpretation of the Holy
Qur'an), is being published in Iran by Insha-Allah Rahmati. So far, the first three
volumes, containing the translation, text, and translator's additions, have been
made available to interested readers. The translator's innovation in adding
analytical and critical material in the form of detailed footnotes and endnotes
has created a valuable opportunity for further enriching the text as well as
for its pathology and systematic criticism. The following article, adopting
a descriptive-analytical approach and a critical perspective, examines the
translator's additions to the commentary of Shrat al-Tawbah (as a case study)
and seeks to assess the level of efficiency, accuracy, and contemporaneity
of these additions. The findings of the research show that the translator's
additions have, in some cases, made an effective contribution to improving
the level of commentary by removing ambiguity, citing authentic sources, and
correcting shortcomings in the original text, and have helped to balance the
opinions of fariqain (the two major Sunni and Shi‘a denominations). However,
some shortcomings have also overshadowed the scholarly analysis of these
additions, the most important of which are: neglect of the fundamental
components of contemporaneity, failure to comprehensively rectify the
fundamental flaws of the original text, citing weak or unreliable narrations,
relying on unsupported intuitive interpretations, and serious shortcoming in
the systematic documentation of some materials. From the perspective of this
research, the continuation of the critical path, the use of reliable commentary
resources, and the commitment to flexible responsiveness to the intellectual
and spiritual requirements of the present era are considered an undeniable
necessity to improve the level of the work and respond to the expectations of
the contemporary scientific community.

Keywords: Contemporary Commentary of the Holy Qur'an, Qur'an studies,
additions, Strat al-Tawbah, endnotes.
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